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Martin Luther, a text from the divinely-inspired book of humanity 
—that living and abiding word of God which is his visible mani- 
festation in all worlds and through all ages. Every written book— 
all Seripture—is divine so far as it is a full and faithful transeript of 
human nature in its various phases. In so far us the spirit of God 
setuates the man who writes the book, the word is written by the finger 
of God; and the writer is greater than the word written. The word 
made flesh dwelling among us, is more than the word made letter; yet 
human nature, that undoubtedly plenarily-inspired word of God, is full 
of contradiction, and, in some aspects and relations, far indeed from 
being very good. How is this real or seeming imperfection of the work 
to be explained consistently with the absolute perfection of the Author? 
Every man may, if he has no better solution of the difficulty, rest in 
the sound maxim,“ Judge nothing before the time.” We are too much 
inclined to regard as the completed building—the Temple of the Lord 
—that which is merely the work in one stage of progress, or perhaps 
only the seaffolding of the work. Swedenborg says of the Jewish and 
Christian Scriptures, that in the literal sense there is a spiritual, in 
which is a celestial, and in the inmost a divine sense, which is the very 
habitation of Deity ; to all which I cordially assent. The Divine nature 
is the source and centre of the universe, and whether we consider a planet, 
the “ flower in the crannied wall,” any fact, or any true word spoken or 
written, we shall always, the more deeply we consider its meaning, find 
more and more interior truth; and if our faculties could attain so high, 
we would ultimately, through that flower or thought, reach even to the 
throne of the One who compreliends all things. Surely, what may be 
true of the words of a book, must be true of a man—of every man. 
Some texts in the book of humanity are very rough and uncouth—ver 
contradictory one of another in the Totter ; yet in each there is a spiritual, 
a celestial, and a divine sense—a holy of holies, in which dwells tho 
Shekinah, the very presence of God. Although we dare not say that in 
God's sight any man is greater or better than another, to us the divine 
light shines more clearly through some men than through others. An 
outspoken clergyman, while reading over that chapter in the Hebrews | 
commemorating the faith and works of certain Israelites, remarked : | 
“Very rough-hewn saints, those.” True, nevertheless they were shaped 
to divine ends. They are examples in both ways; their failings are 
recorded that we may avoid them, and their faith in the Unseen, which 
is the real, is approved, that we may cultivate the same gift of God. 
The reeorder of heroic deeds is not responsible for the exaggerated 
estimate which future ages may make of his heroes, as if they had been 
not only unsurpassed, but must be for ever unsurpassable in valour or 
virtue. The greatest of all of them said,“ The works that I do shall | 
A do also; and greater works than these shall ye do, because I go to tho 

ather,” ‘here is, or used to be, a catechism for children, in which the 
learner was taught who was the wisest man, who was the man after 
God's own heart, and so on, as if each of those Old-Testament worthies 

risen to an unattainable height in this special virtue. Once when a 
Sunday-selool teacher at an examination was asking those questions and | 
getting the ussal book answers, a visitor, after Moses bad been named | 
us the meekest man, asked who was the meekest woman? ‘ Please, | 
sir,” was the reply,“ there never was no meekest woman.“ If, as the 
grammarians say, two negatives are equal to an allirmative, the child was 
unconsciously right, for 1 5 always has been, is, and shall be meekest 
woman, 


LUTHER As STUDENT AND PRIEST. 


In the one quality of faith, for which those Old-Testament worthies 
are set forth as examples, Martin Luther fully equalled, if he did not 
surpass, the best of them. Naturally he was so far from being 
courageous, so very timid indeed, that when upwards of fourteen 
Tears of age he was sent to school, in a city distant from his native 
Village, 10 his parents being too poor to provide for his maintenance 
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| faith.” By faith, saith both prophet and apostle, and 


PHENOMENA, PHILOSOPHY, AND TEACHINGS OF 


[Prick One Pensy. 


he lad to beg for his daily bread with other scholars similarly 
situated, he frequently ran away frightened from those who came to 
supply his wants, if they spoke in a rough though kindly tone of voice, 
and they had to run afier him with the food he carme to seek. Thus, as 
he used to remark, and as we shall see exemplified more than lie knew, 
“Thus we often run away with terror from some angel of God who 
brings only blessings with him.” In his eighteenth year he entered the 
University of Erfurt, and although the intellectual fuod there supplied 
contained rather more chaff than good grain, Luther, by his strong 
powers of mental digestion, made the best of what he could obtain, and he 
soon became a match for the professors of the university. Every morn- 
ing, after fervently imploring God to bless his endeavours, he went to 
church, and afterwards sat down to his studies, at which he remained 
during the greater part of the day. One day, while in the college library 
looking over the books, something peculiar in the appearance of a Latin 
work arrested his attention, and on turning to the title-page he was 
astonished to find a translation of the Old and New Testaments. 
Hitherto be had believed that the fragments read from the prayer-book 
on Sunday comprised the whole of the Scriptures, and here were entire 
books of whose existence he had previously no idea. Neglecting all 
other books, he returned daily to the perusal and study of his newly- 
found treasure, and resolved to becomea priest. This design his parents 
strongly opposed, for his father was well aware that the priests generally 
led a lazy lite, and were held in small esteem by the people. ‘heir son 
would probably have yielded to their wishes, had not bis constitutional 
nervousness during a severe thunderstorm made him vow most fervently 
that if preserved he would become a minister, So he entered a 
monastery of the Augustines, in which, as the last comer, he was made 
the fag of his brother monks, and began his apprenticeship to the art, 
which he learned so effectually, of cleansing out the church by daily 
sweeping the rooms of the monastery. The monks were a community 
of beggars, and the new brother had to carry a sack and beg victuals for 
his brethren through the streets of Erfurt, in the university of which 
he had taken his degree as Master of Arts and Doctor in Philosophy, 
not anticipating that this would be one of the arts he would have to 
practise. His mode of life otherwise may not be regarded by us as very 
moritorious or useful, for it was according to the most ascetice rules 
of the Church, He prayed and fasted until he bad nearly succumbed 
to constant vigils and enforced abstinence, but all would not satisfy the 
dewands of his conscience. IIis inner nature yearned for a better kind 
of porfectness than such appointed ponsnees could procure ; but how to 
attain it? A pilgrimage to the holy city Rome, the metropolis of 
Christendom, might, if not profitable in itself, bring him amongst those 
who lind made greater progress in spiritual life than he had elsewhere 
met with. There may have been such men in Rome, but Luther never 
chanced to meet with any of them. “See Rome, and die.” Luther 
saw, and almost died of disappointed expectation. IIe did not find in 
the city one who understood what he was in need of. Rome, as he saw 
it, was more like Sodom and Gomorrah than the holy city. Whether 
Peter had ever been there or not mattered little, since he had not left 
oven the shadow of his character behind him. The priests derided 
among themselves the doctrines and rites of their Chureh, and an 
earnest-minded man could have no hope of good counsel and example 
from those who knew not the meaning of righteousness. There being 
clearly no help in the men of Rome, might there not remain sacredness 
in her stones? ‘The steps leading to St. Peter's Church were belived to 
have been the stairs of Pilate’s judgment-hall, and to have been hal- 
lowed by the feet of Christ ns he went tojudgment. The Church had 
deeroed that “ whoever dovoutly goes up and down the stairway of St. 
Peter's, has a thousand years’ indulgence in respect of penances imposed. 

Implicitly believing in the authority of the Church to remit sins and 
grant absolution in any way she might decree, Luther thought first not of 
his own soul, but of his deceased mother, He would earn a remis- 
sion of her probable sufferings in pure J As ho was painfully 
toiling up the steps on his hands and knees, a yoice like thunder seemed 


to speak within him those words of a prophet, „The just shall Jive by 
here I am, 
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thought he, trying to obtain eternal Ute for my wother and myrell by | o quill, ‘The Archbishop of Maing and Magdoburg, who 


crawling up same stone stops The thought that he was substituting 
what had not for what bad been commanded ao alarmed his conscience, 
that he rana considerable distance from the spot, This waa his frat mp 
not merely from the Churoh of St, Peters, but from the Church 
of Rome, involving as it did, a denial of ita supremacy, His flest publio 
ot of hsm aroso out of the necessitios of tho reigning pont, Leo X., 
pec oy ge a large sum of money for the rebuilding of St, Totor's 
at for his own wants, adopted the expedient of selling indulgences 
that is, granting absolution for any ain, no mattar of what nature, for a 
sum of money, varying according to tho means of tho purchaser and the 
magnitude of his offences, The chief agent in the execution of thia 
scheme was John Peteel, a Dominican friar, who for bis crimes had been 
condemned to be put in a mok and thrown into the river, but who, 
happily or unbappily, as the matter may be viewed, had escaped, Luther, 
meantime, had commenced preaching earnestly, urging hia hearers to 
repent and reform, as the only meane of salvation, is intense 
earnestness, arising from a thorough conviction of the truth preached, 
m gp ora to have a visible efleot on the lives of his audionoes, when 
that o preacher, armed with the authority of the head of tho 
Church, told them there was not the slightest necessity for the greatest 
sinner amongst them to repent of past sing or to refrain from future 
transgression; he had merely to purchase an indulgence for the past, 
and it ho wished remission for future sing the prico would be mado ns 
easy as possible, Luthers indignation at such a traMo found expression 
ina series of propositions or theses againat the now dootriny of ins 
dulgences. Their general purport was a denial of the power of the Pope 
to lorgive sin, Uf the sinner truly repented, he received forgivences in 
the very act of repentance, for his position in relation to the transgrea- 
sion bad completely changed; all that priest or Pope could do was 
merely to declare to the penitent what had been already ncoom- 
lished—a very necessary thing for most men, who require some 
Laces assurance of the filnoss and freeness of divine forgivencns, 
The Pope's absolution had no valuo in and for itself. These theses 
he nailed on the gate of the church at Wittenberg, on the 
feast of All Saints, when crowds of pilgrims had assembled from 
all parts of Germany, and offered to maintain them in the 
university against all who would accept his challenge, Tho news 
of this bold get spread far and wide, It soomed, as a welter of 
that time said, “as if angels had carried it to the ears of all men.“ ‘The 
university students supported Dr, Luther, and Petzel was forced to 
retreat. ‘Che Elector of Saxony, who was appealed to by the orthodox 
party, declined to interfere, and even the Popes, thinking the storm 
would soon subside, advised that no notice should be taken of the act. 
“Friar Martin,” he said, “was a man of genius, to whom he did not 
wish any barm.” ‘The cardinals were of a different opinion, and 
Luther received a summons to Rome, to answer for his theses, The 
friends of the young reformor wisely persuaded hin not to leave 
Germany, so the Pope sent a cardinal as legate to hear and to settle 
the case at a diet to bo held at Augsburg. Mia friends again on- 
deayoured to persuade him to remain at Wittenberg, as at Augsburg 
he would be beyond tho influence of his protectors, But in what he 
considered to be the path of duty fear was utterly unknown to bim, 
So, borrowing a decent coat, as he was too poor at the time to purchase 
one, or to pay for conveyance on the journey, he walked the whole 
distance with one or two friends who accompanied him, singing un he 
went that memorable song which he composed for the occasion. 


Lurunm As REFORMER. 


At this diet the legate declined any argument; he merely urged 
Luther, by the authority of the Church, to retract, to which he replied, 
“I cannot retract, but 1 offer myself for the purpose of replying.” 
With some difficulty ho got away safely from this nssembly of enemies, 
and published an address to the Christian nobles of Germany, and a 
treatise “ On tho Babylonish captivity of the Church.” In those works 
he attacked tho abuses of the Church, and its pretensions to supremacy. 
The Pops now beeame alarmed, and issued n Bull of condemnation, 
This Lather burned at one of the gates of Wittenberg, before un ap- 

roving multitude of doctors, studenta, and citizens, Charles V. who had 
R t succeeded to the empire, convened his first diet of the sovereigna 

ad states at Worms. At that assembly an order was issued for the 
destruction of Luther's writings, and their author summoned to appear 
before the diet, At this diet there was more danger than at Augsburg, 
and nearly as much as at Rome; but Luthor replied to all friendly dis- 
nasion that he would go, though there were as many devils against him 
as tiles on the houses, The emperor granted him n sfo conduct, but 
this was not considered worth much, since it had been diaregarded in 
the case of Jahn Husa, of Bohemia; for at that timo sovereigns were 
“ Catholica first, if you please,” and men of honour aflerwards, The 
safe conduct would no Aut have availed him little, if it could have 
been safely disregarded ; but by this time the party of the Reformation 

d become too many and too powerful for their opponents to venture 
on puch a flagrant act, At that diet, on being again urged to retract, 


he replied, “Unless I be convinced by Scripture and reason,” mark | 


this, not Scripture only, but Seripture and reason: the two witnesses 
"Unless I be convinced by Seripture and reason, I neither can nor 
dare retract anything, for iny conscience is a captive to God's Word, 
and it is neither safe nor right to go against conscience. ‘There I tako 
my stand; Tean do no otherwise, So help me, God. Amen.” 

On his return from Worme he was, at the instigation of bis friend the 
Elector of Saxony, seized by vonne horsemen in dieguise and imprisoned 
in the exstle of Wartburg —if that can be called imprisonment which 
Was n necersary Incasure of safety—for though the safe conduct could 

ot be publicly disregarded, many 
In r! fortress, or, ns he fatas the letters which after a tiime he was por- 
mitted to write, this Tale of Patmos, he had every thing he could desire, 
After the turmoil, of which he wan the cause and part, such seclusion 
na welcome relief, Shut up in this caatle through the fear of others 
safety, this solitary mo k was sili a power to hie friends and 
enemies of t ind liberty, for he wielded a weapon which, 
mprovementa in meane and material of warfare, hae not been 
A material wea enough for an infant to 

o blow 1, but which the strength 
yor ooul wply a pena grey: 


necidenta might happen on the road. | 


son : 
highest cooloaiastioal office in Germany, thought within 9 1 th, 


to the eollore of indulgonoos whom he aasombled together, « No iig 
thie moddling monk is 4 and captive under bal May 


ou may commones your sale without lot or hindrance 
via disturbing us with his nonsensical clamoura againel tham,” we 
nowa epecdily reached Luther zu hie prison: and aa aoon as ho heart 
the design of the Archbishop, he eaid,  Leball write againat i" 4 
throat reached the ears of the Archbishop, and so terrified him thar 
sont menongerato the court of tho Klootor Pings of Qormany, entreat 
him to prevent this threatened book from boing publialiod; and te 
received the grateful reply, “ You may depend upon it L hall not por by 
Luthor to write against the Archbiehop, and ao trouble the publio 
“The Elector will not permit,” wid Luthor, „ Well, 1 abali not nit 
the Elector to forbid.” So he wrote the book, but before publiski 
he thought he would give tha Archbishop a respite by sending Mum 
following mild letter ns an ultimatum 


“Your Bleotoral THighnest has again lifted up in alle the idol y 
swallows up the money and the soule of poor Christians, You thi 
perhaps, that Lam vanquished, and that hia Imperial Majesty will egi 
stifle the orioa of Cho poor monk; but know that I will aequit myself a 
tho duty that Christian charity imposes on me without fearing thy py 
of hell, much more without fearing popes, bishops, and cardinal 
Therefore, my most bumble prayer i», that your Highness will rosales 
tho begiuning of this affair, and how from a little apark a vast che, 
tion bas been kindled, This poor mendicant, it was Chought, why 
thinks to attack the Pope single-handed, ia too alight for such an une, 
taking; but God has interposed, and hns given the Lope more lilo 
and care than he had singe he has acated himaolf in God's templ 
to lord it over the Church. That same God is living still, let s 
man doubt it; He will be ablo to rosist a eardinal of Maing, lnd hy 
four emporore to baok him; for Me loves, above all things, to bring 
down tho tall codara and to humble haughty Pharoahe. 1 thorefy, 
acquaint your Highness, by writing, that if the idol ia not thrown dows 
I must, in obedionoe to God's doctrine, publicly attack your Higlines, 
as I attacked the Popo himself, Your Highness will conduct yours 
according to this notice; Lexpect a prompt acd auiliciont answer wilhin 
(he apace of fifteen days, Given in my deaort, the Sunday alter g 
Catherine's, 1521, Your Electoral Highness's devoted and submieiiy 

„unix During,” 


no foar joys 


Now ono might naturally expect that, if the Arehbishoy did not troy 
such a letter from his “ devoted and submiasive ” servant with contempt 
after having invoked the sceular power, he would take some steps ti 
pane the presumption of an imprisoned, excommunicated, and oy, 
awed monk, especially as ho had the Crown Princo and probably thy 
Emperor to back him, or, if he condeseended to reply to the letter, i 
would be in no mild torma, Well, after waiting till the Aitoon days of 
grace were nearly over, ho thus wrote: 


“My dear Sir Doctor 1 have received and read your lotter, and 
have taken it in good part, 1 think, however, that the eanse which 
induced you to write mo such on epistlo has long ceased to ext, I 
design, with God's help, to conduct myself as a pious Bishop and 
6 Christian Prince, and T own that God's grace ia necemary tome, Ido 
not dony that Lama sinful man, who can ein and ore, and who does sia 
and err every day. I know that without God's grace 1am a useless anl 
fetid slime, like the rest of men, if not even more so, Un reply to your 
lotter, T have not wished to conceal from you this gracious disposition, 
for I am more than desirous to testify to you, for Christ's sake, all 
Kindness and favour, I know how to receive a Christian and fraternal 
reprimand, With my own hand, Aunis” 


Thus the aalo of indulgences was not ronewod, and the Archbishop 
was spared tho dreadod thunderbolt, whioh had been forged and ens 
pended over hie head by this new Jupiter Tonans, 

In his prison Luther wrote many books, both controversial and for 
the edification of the Chureh, and there he commenced the translation of 
the Seriptures into the language of the people, Attempta at translation 
had boon previously mado by others, but for various reasons Lhoss wers 
unsucces#lul, for there wae a law prohibiting the translation and cir 
culation of the Seriptures in the common tongue, The way being now 
prepared, all diffigultion were overcome by the translation which Luther 
commenced in 1521 and completed in 1534 ‘The New ‘Testament wat 
finished and published within a year, and wan so well exeouted ns to 
command even the aprobation of the Catholic clergy, Although in two 
folio volumes, it was sold for about halfen row, This translation 
proved the most effectual schoolmaster that had been known in Ger 
many, for those who could already read a Little extended their know 
ledge, and those who did not know thoir lettera epoedily learnt, thal 
they might be able to read a book whioh bad caused euch excitement 
A feeble attempt, was made to enforoe the existing edie against the 
reading of the Seriptures, but finding it useless the Catholics in despair 
issued an edition of therm own; desirous of getting it speeiily circulated, 
they made two or three verbal alterations, of no great Consequence, ia 
Luther's version, and published their hook ns a now translation, Thos 
who would bavo regarded the touch of Luthers Now Testament as spiri 
tual defiloment eagerly bought and read it ne tamed by the authority of 
their own Churol, As an enemy to the Reformation wrote at this time, 
“Shommakers, women, and even idiots read thia book with avidity; thay 
carry it about with them everywhere, and numbers know it by heart,” 


Lorine anp Kino Ileyey VIII. 


The Reformation, ne regarda Germany, was now virtually com 
In two other countries, Switzerland and Wagland, a mila Ki 
revolution wae in progress, and in both * independently of Luthers 
personal influence, The King of England, Heney VIII, had been 
educated for the Church, and if bie eldor brother Arthur had lived, 
Henry would have been Archbiabop of Canterbury: but waters wers 
otherwies ordered, and the Church lost hia serviocs in that capacity, 
Boing a vory learned theologiat, fond of divinity, and a hater of any 
savour Of heresy, he resolved to orush Luthor and the Reformation at 
once, Hia firat stop was to enforce the Kdiot of Worms in Kugland. 

ra magnificent procession was formed, with Cardinal Walen at ils 
rend, who procesded with great pomp to Bt, Piula, followed by an 
immense crowd of people wondering what could be the mattor, 4 nore, 


ated, 
ig ova 


- preachec inst heresy, tho books of the 
3 . This was tho first news the people had 
ormany, und nothing was better en onda to 

s w moro. Henry thon wrote to the Bloctor 

t as he, the King, had done his part in burning the 
lector must now do his, and burn the author of 


È gto the extremo ignorance of the Gorman princes 
t 
write bak agin it, and thus consign it and its originator to their well- 
A obli 
; in the most Invincible King 
oF gland and France, and Lord of Ireland, Honry the Kighth of the 
ame. The book created a great sensation in the Roman-Catholic 
Yhureh, chiefly because a king had condeseended to write it. The 
‘ope received it with the most extravagant praise, and issued a Bull 
onferring on the king the title of Defender of the Faith. This was 
mene’ by himself and twenty-seven cardinals, and with it was sent a 
letter in the Pope's handwriting praising Henry for his gravity, meek- 
ness, and gentleness, averring that his book must bave been inspired 
by the Holy Ghost. “If the heretics had beon men, and not the worst 
of devils, they would already have boen converted.” This title of 
Defender of the Faith has beon retained by all our sovereigns since it 
was given. Once, when its initials F. D, had accidentally or purposely been 
left out of the Morin when first issued, such an outery was made by 
Protestants, who thought they saw in the omission some jesuitical 
schome—Shoil, a Roman Catholic, being then Master of the Mint—that 
the letters were restored, and pure Protestantism saved for that time. 

To return to the Defender’s book. Luther wrote and published n 
reply, and it must be admitted that he does not deal very tenderly with 
the work or its author. Henry, who bad been praised by the Pope as a 
model of meckness and gentleness, had in his book called Luther an 
infernal wolf, a poisonous viper, a limb of the devil, and strongly 
urged that he should be burned. Though Luther never went sọ far as 
to say that the most violent of his adversaries should be burned, or in 
any Way molested by the secular power, yet in return for the king’s 
display of zoological knowledge in his book, he called the most 
Invincible King of England and Lord of Iveland a swine, with other 

epithets equally choice and appropriate. This so enraged the Pope's 

model of meekness and gentleness, that even Luthor pitied him, aud wrote 

an apology, excusing himself for his former severity on the king's book, 

by saying he did not believe that such a stupid book could possibly have 

been written by a king of England. This was beyond endurance ; but 

as Luther was out of his reach, his own courtiers suffered from the 
effects of his wrath. 

However, what the wisdom of the King of England never could have 
accomplished, his folly, or his vices—for it amounts to the same thing 
—was the means of accomplishing, as we all know. ‘The principles of 
the Reformation had been slowly maturing in the hearts of the people 
from the time of Wickliffe, and Henry merely broke the political 
shell whieh confined it. The man who could not reform his own 
conduct, could still leas effect a reformation ina kingdom. Another 
book which the king wrote to compose his mind, after beheading his 
fourth wife Catherine Howard, is entitled,“ A Necessary Doctrine for 
any Christian Man.” Unfortunately the memory of what this necessary 
doctrine was has passed away, while the author's unnecessary practice 
is well remembered. Luther's warfare was now over, and he occupied 
himself in writing and preaching the truths he had learned, until he 
gee in peace at Kisleben, the place of his birth, at the ago of sixty- 
three. 


at that Arch-heretie, Martin Luther, by 


Vartetizs og Merpiumsiir. 


Thus briefly I have narrated the leading incidents of tho public 
career of the Reformer, as they may be found in any life of him, or in 
any history of his work—the Reformation in Germany. Even in this 
popular outside history of the German monk, we have glimpses of a 
power working in and through him, of which ho may be called, as 
indeed he regarded himself, merely the medium. In himself he was 
truly one of the weak things of this world. Irightened at a thunder- 
storm, terrified by the gruff’ sound of a friendly voice, in spite of, nay, 
perhaps, partly because of such nervous sensitiveness, he became a 
power that made kings and priests tremble. Ho was a spirit finely 
touched to fine issues. It is, perhaps, too early for us to say. what 
kind of physical and psychical nature is most mediumistic, whether 
in the inner or outer degree—the unconscious, common in a greater 
or less extent to all; and the rarer conscious or open mediumship. 
Yet I think experience will so far confirm the observation, that the 
most susceptible of spiritual influences are the “poor in spirit,”—not 
the poor spirited, a very different class of men altogether, Luther 
was poor in spirit, but very far from being poor spirited, “Tho poor 

A in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven;” those who consti- 

tutionally are almost nervously distrustful of their own strength or 

ability, very sensitive to the judgment of others, and who, until they 
havo attained sure foothold on the rock of principle, are apt to be 
influenced rather by impulse or affection than by reason, Assuredly 
we cannot draw & bard and fast line of certainty between one class of 
natures and another, for everyone partakes of human nature in all its 
conditions; but, generally speaking, I think such distinction will hold 
good, Genius, as distinguished from talent, is the inner and higher 
mediumship. A man can receive nothing, except it be given him from 
0 Every original thought, every gorm of invention or discovery, 
orn from above in fruitful minds. “Thoughts beyond their 
ights to such high souls are given.” How frequently do we find 
at when someone has made a discovery in science or art, substantially 
me discovery has been made by another about the same time in 
ent locality. The new truth, it is usually said, was in the air, 
f spiritual atmosphere, waiting to be born on earth. Every 
is thus a revelation, an inspiration from the source of all 
eas it passes through intermediate intelligences, erring 

Wee ones in its own dominion, and through 

ion becomes more and more adapted to the form 

singo of progress, from archangelic down to 

No positive idea can be wholly false, because every 


idea has its origin in the fountain of truth. Error is imperfect truth ; 
mon seize, igo aolfishness or ignorance, ono aspect merely of u. 
truth, to the neglect of the others. Men gradually cast off this one- 
sided way of looking, which is the sourco of error, and, as they advance 
in growth from natural to spiritual thought, they attain to a now 
degree of discernment, and perceive the sumo truths ina higher and 
wrer light, No truth can ascend to heaven, but what has come down 
from heaven, because in its essence it in in heaven, This is the rational 
explanation of the spiritual, celestial, and divine senses of truth which: 
Swedenborg says are contained within the natural degree, When the 
Jewish Tabernacle was to be furnished after u heavenly pattern, the 
chiof artists, Bezaleel and Aboliab, were mediums, chosen because they 
were “wise-hearted men,“ and ‘filled with the Spirit of God, in 
wisdom, in understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner of 
workmanship in gold, A AT and brass.” 

liveryono, to tho extent in which he Joves and seeks the truth, is n 
medium for spiritual intelligences, not the less because he may be un- 
conscious of outward impressions. Yet when J adduee Luther as a 
spiritual medium, T mean to show that he was not merely what every 
earnest, truth-loying man or woman is and must be, a medium of 
spiritual truth and goodness to the world, but also in what has become 
in our day the ordinary sense of the term, one who has sensible inter- 
course wilh spiritunl intelligences, 

Betweon the two there is an intermediate degree, of which most of 
us have some personal experionce. Sometimes in a condition between 
sleeping and waking, at others, when wide awake, a suggestion, having 
no apparent connection with the subject of our thoughts, comes inte 
the mind, or is heard audibly by the inward ear; or a strong impres- 
sion, as of a power in and yet higher than ourselves, urges to right 
action, from which, through weakness or indolence, we would other- 
wise have turned aside, To such an intermediate stage we may 
attribute (he courageous bearing of Luthor before the diets of Augsburg 
and Worms. “God hurries and drives me,” he suid; „I am not 
master of myself. I wish to be quiet, and am hurried into the midst: 
of tumult;“ and at the latter diet he said, “Were I am, I can do no 
otherwise; God help me.“ Jo this intermediate stage belongs also 
that inward voice which made Luther flee with horror from Pilate’e 
staircase at St. Peter's; “The just skall live by faith.” A spiritual 
statement, nob original certainly; wholly original thoughts are rare, 
and still more rarely aro they better than what lies ready to our hands, 
when we are ablo to grasp them. Luther had read this statement both 
in the Old and Now ‘Testament Scriptures, perhaps frequently, but the 
thought, to use a common expression, had not struck him till now. A 
stono is nothing new as it lies on the road, bub when thrown at us with 
sure aim by a strong hand, we realiso its force in a different way. 
Some may be thinking that the proposition is neither new nor true; it 
was merely the cause of that great Protestant heresy— justification by 
faith alone. To such we say, Just consider the proposition as it stands 
in the book from which the spirit took it to give to Luther, and you 
will find, whatever you may think of that book as a whole, that this 
proposition is undoubtedly true, It is to be found first in the Prophet 
Habakkuk in these words,“ Behold, his soul which is lifted up, is not 
upright in him: but the just shall live by his faith.“ A man, say, 
believes in money with his whole heart and goul, and his mind and 
strength are consequently daily exercised in acquiring and hoarding— 
ho lives by his faith. Anothor says ho believes in integrity and in 
purity, but his lifo is contrary to his profession; evidently he iy not 
a just man, for the just man lives by his faith. A man who believes 
in righteousness lives righteously—that is, he lives by his faith, In 
ee deed, every man lives by his faith, for the life evidences the faith, 
and not the faith the life. Nothing can be simpler and more reason- 
able. But did not Luther somewhat misunderstand the proposition, 
and put mere profession or opinion for faith? Not so much, I think, 
as is supposed. The Church, in its dotage, had come to suppose that 
heaven might be gained by repeating so many prayers, by a pilgrimage 
to this or that shrine, by climbing up on hands and knees some stone 
steps; and the old voice returns to this son of the Church, whose ears 
are open to hear, and whose heart is ready to receive the truth, and 
cries, “The just man shall live by none of this thing, but by his faith in 
a righteous God, who will be satisfied only with right thought and 
action ”—if Luther added“ not by works,” he meant such idle works as 
the Church esteemed meritorious. If others have changed the original 
truth into falsity, the blame is theirs. Faith means real spiritual life, 
not opinion. Any man can live even by faith alone, though the 
“alone” is not a scriptural word, but the contrary; but no man can 
live the true life by doctrine or opinion, whether alone or by any 
addition he may choose to make. 


Letier'’s Reniaious TENETS. 


While on the subject of Luther's belief, just a word or two on some 
of its tenets. For as I am setting forth the Reformer and the Reform- 
ation as inspired from the spiritual world, I think it well to show the 
reasonableness of the instruction thence received. Luther differed both 
from the Roman Catholic Church and from Protestants generally in the 
doctrine of the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper; more apparently from 
all Protestant Churches, except the one called after himself, than from 
the Roman Catholics, IIe was loyal to a book, and it is a good thing 
fora man to be loyal to something, IIe believed especially that tho 
recorded words of Christ wero the words of one far wiser than himself, 
or any other he knew of. 80 when Christ said cf a loaf of bread, “This 
is my body,” Luther did not say he understood what was meant, but ho 
was sure that whatever Christ said must be true, and he dared not alter 
the words to suit his poor comprehension. Thus, when publicly 
debating with one of his brother Reformers on this question, his strongest 
argument was to take the altar-cloth, on which the words “Hoc est Corpus 
meum” were imprinted, and shako it in his antagonist’s face, Now, 
leaving out of account the action, I think Luther was right in his loyalty, 
not merely to a book, but to a man whom he believed. knew what he 
affirmed, Say, I know nothing of chemistry, and one in whose truth- 
fulness I have the most unbounded confidence, and who is a scientific 
man, makes somo startling assertioe of kome fact in chemistry, It 
would bo very foolish, as well as uncourteous, for me to say, “You 
cannot mean that; you must mean something very different.” It might 
be not altogether correct for mo to say, “I believe the atatoment,’ 
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because I may not know what it means, and it is most true that a man 
can believe nothing except so far as he understands it; but I believe in 
the man who affirms, and I may in time get to understand, and so 
believe in his statement. This was Luther's position, and I think it was 
AE the words as they 

stand in the book by virtually adding to them. They make tho speaker 
say, not“ This is,” but “This has become my body; and it can always be 
made or transubstantiated into my body by a properly-ordained priest.” 
J 1 he Protestant Churches, on the 
other hand, take away from the words, and make Christ say, not“ This 
is,” but “This represents my body.” Luther thought if Christ had 
meant this, he would have said so. So he adopted what is called con- 
substantiation, which means that, somehow or other, the bread is the 
body of God; how, he could not say. Now, it seems to me that, to 
‘Spiritualists at least, the question is a very simple one, and will become 
still more plain as spiritual doctrine and spiritual phenomena are better 
Not, as you already know, that solid, 
impenetrable, and inert substance which materialist philosophers 

afirm. I think spiritual substance has proved and is proving itself to 
be the greater reality of the two. I do not believe in matter, except as 


u sound one. The Roman Catholic Church den 


‘The words bear no such meaning. 


understood. What is matter? 


a mode of spiritual substance. I believe in one God, and not in two. 


So I believe in one substance only, of which all visible things are modes 
or manifestations. God is omnipresent because he is in every existence 
Every visible object, animate or inanimate (so 
called), is a manifestation or embodiment of Deity. Surely what imparts 
or sustains life—even mere natural life—has God, the living God in it. 
Bread imparts or sustains life, therefore bread has God in it; therefore 


as its essential life. 


bread is an embodiment, or body of God, in its own degree of existence. 
True, that is comparatively a lower degree of existence, but it is as real 
us the highest: and from the lower we ascend to the higher, and to 
the highest trath which is—that perfect humanity of whieh Christ was 
the type, is the body of God. If bread is his body, much more is the 
lowest outeast that walks in the street his body, and still more when 
such an one is united in conscious union and communion to the 
perfected body of humanity. Christ did not say, “This bread is I,” 
but simply, my body,” and in that declaration shows to what a 
height of being he had attained, when he realised in himself his union 
with the universe, humanity, and Deity. To some, perhaps, this may 
not appear so simple and true at present as it will on further reflection. 
Though Luther did not reason out the dogma, but merely accepted it, 
he did not by any means fail of attaining to another doctrine closely 
related to the sacramental declaration. 

Luther, more than any Christian teacher I know of, kept free on 
the one hand of the denial of the humanity of God, and on the other 
of the denial of the divinity of man. If God is not human, He can 
have no sympathetic relationship with man; if man is not divine, he 
can have no sympathetic relationship with God. Luther, regarding the 
best man of whom he had any knowledge, said this man truly was 
divine; he had attained to absolute union with Deity, and if one man 
ean become one with the Father, all men may. “God,” he says, 
“became man, that man might be made God.” “We ought,” he says, 
“to let Christ be a natural man, precisely such as we are, and not make 
a difference between his nature and ours, save in the matter of sin and 
grace. The Papists have come to regard Christ solely as a rigid judge, 
who inspires all around with horrors of death; in other words, Christ, 
in their view, has again receded to a distance, and has become mere 
Deity. To preach this is to preach hell and horrors.” ‘A man aided 
by grace is more than a man; yes, the grace of God makes him god- 
like and partaker of God; wherefore also the Scriptures designate 
him God, and the Son of God.” Luther enters into the philosophy 
of this question at great length, and reasons closely and clearly. 

One great mistake he did undoubtedly make, and for this he 
suffered all his lifetime from a mental blindness which gives a sad tone 


to his outward spiritual experiences. In his abhorrence of the sale of 


indulgences and remission of the pains of purgatory, he denied the 
reality on which the erroneous teaching and shameful trafic was based. 
He denied the existence of Hades, or the world of spirits. To him 
there was only Heaven for the good and Gehenna for the evil, and so, 
following him, our Translators have abolished Hades from the New 
Testament. To this fact, more perhaps than we imagine, is owing the 
reluctance of the religious world to believe in spiritual phenomena. 


All men, as they have been taught, go either to heaven or to hell, and | 


the inbabitants of the one are too happy to care to return, even if they 
eould, while those of the other realm are too securely bound to obtain 
such a privilege, though, strange enough, the prince of that region has 
liberty to come and go at will. But Hades will not be ignored. It 


asserted its existence in Luther's case very strongly, and to a great extent | 


ineffectually. He had a fixed persuasion that the kingdom of darkness 


was nearer, to him at least, than the kingdom of light, The prince of 


ill, as he regarded him, was his constant attendant night and day. The 

former never saw any visible appearance, but he heard plenty of 
noises, and had frequent conversations and discussions with the spirits, 
not merely as regards himself, but in the case of others; no matter in 
what kind of form the spirit appeared, or what the nature of the com- 
munications, to his mind they could only be from one source, and by 
one agency. A gentleman, whose wife appeared to him after her 
decease, asked who she was, and she replied, “Iam your wife.” My 
wife,” said he, “is dead.” True.“ she answered, “by reason of your 
swearing and sin I died, but if you will abstain from swearing I will 
continue to visit you.” This she did for some time, but on one occasion 
he broke his promise, and he saw her no more. “ Thus,” says Luther, 
“did the devil; he can transform himself into the shape of man or 
woman.” A citizen whose child had died heard it every night, and 
wrote to Luther asking his advice. He replied that bis correspondent 

ight rest assured it was merely some device of the devil, and recom- 
— ded that they should jeer and ridicule the evil spirit. This advice 

as acted on, and the spirit left off troubling them“ because,” said 
. “he is a proud spirit, and not able to heat contempt.” 


Mrrucns or Drartxo wrra tue Devin. 


; ethod of driving aw 
„ 
1 5 he prince of the 
ust have congratulated himself on this short and 
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easy way of overcoming the spirit of evil. The one elass of spirits (ire, 
which it could possibly have any influence is the good, whether in or om 
of the flesh. If a good spirit finds his company undesirable, or itp 
character and motives mistaken, it departs as a matter of course: 
as for evil men, whether in the material or the spiritual world, I mo 
than doubt whether Luther's 15 would not rather encourage thy, 
drive them away. Feeling real fear and affecting contempt is not the 
best way to resist and overcome the devil. Various kinds of exorcism 
have been tried with more or less success against this supposed objecti 
incarnation of evil. Ist. There is the scientific method, which is to prove 
that no such being exists. This is illustrated in the case of a comparatiy. 
anatomist who dreamed that the evil one appeared to him in the tradi, 
tional guise of the god Pan, with the regulation horns and cloven fees 
“Tam come to eat you,” said the appearance, “Eat me?” reptied tha 
professor; “let me see—horn and hoof—herbivorous—quite impos. 
sible—you can’t do it.” 

Thoroughly scientific this—the mere scientist can never zee anything 
beyond the visible world except in a dream, and he rashly concluds 
his vision to be the measure of every man's knowledge. Then, though a 
herbivorous animal may have no inclination to eat you, even a philos. 
pher would not like to be confronted by a mad bull in a narrow lans 
The Friendly plan is a little better. A Quaker persuaded a rather 
worldly relative to attend one of their meetings, which happened to bs 
a silent one. Well,” said the Friend, on coming out, how didst tho, 
like our meeting?“ Like, he replied, “I thought it enough to kill 
the devil.“ “Iam much pleased thou thinkest so, for that is the very 
object of our meetings.” Still better, if not the best kind of resist 
is illustrated in the case of the old woman who had such confiden 
God's protecting providence as to be fearless of all things vis 
invisible. To decide a wager one dressed himself up in the trac 
costume with a hideous mask, and stood on a moonlight evening 
lane which the woman had to pass. As she came up, and fearl 
attempted to pass, he said, “Don’t you know who Tam? Iam Lue 
O yes!” she exclaimed quite sorrowfully, “and I greatly pity you; i 
you are a poor creature.” This was a kind of contempt, it is true, be 
of a celestial quality. 

The conception of Blake the painter, who was also a seer of spirits 
is more spiritual: 

»The accuser of sins at my side doth stand, 
And he holds the money-bags tight in his hand; 
For my worldly goods God makes him pay, 
But he'd pay for more, if to him I would pray. 
He says it I don’t worship him as God, 
I shall eat coarser fare and go worse shod; 


But, as I don't value such things as these, 
You may do, Mr. Devil, just as God please. 


| This is exquisite. Not, observe, as you, but as God pleases. 
f 


LUTHER AND SPIRITUAL PHENOMENA. 


Luther, in one incident which came under his observation, was ford 
to admit the fact of angelie ministrations. In a place,” he writs, 
“not far from Zwicka, in Franconia, where I lay at the time, it bap- 
pa that a child (which scarcely could go or speak) in winter time 
ost itself in a wood, and was constrained to remain in the wood thre 
nights and two days, in which time there fell a great snow, insomuch 
that the child was covered therewith. But every day there came a maz 
and brought it something to eat and to drink, and went away again. 
On the third the man came and brought meat, and led the child fro 
the place where it lay into the roadway, by which means it got home. and 
told its parents plainly what had happened; I heard, myself, the « 
relate it as significantly (which neither before nor in three years’ spst: 
after that time spake any word that might be understood) as I mys 
could have related the same, This man, said Luther, “that attended 
on the child was an angel. An angel, undoubtedly, but like that ange 
who spake to John in Patmos—one of our brethren and fellow servants. 
on probably, who while in the flesh had loved children and ministers 
to them. 

The time and circumstances of the first instance of outward spiritual 
phenomena in Luther's case cannot, with certainty, be ascertained, but 
probably the following letter to Melancthon marks the beginning of it: 
Since, he wrote, I departed from Worms and was taken captive 2 
Eisnach, and since I inhabited the castle of Wartburg—my Patmos 
J have seen no one, only two little boys attend me, who bring me my 
victuals twice a dag. They purchased a bag of hazel nuts for me, whic 
| I placed in a chest. At night, when I entered my bedroom, I fell inte 
| a kind of sleep, the nuts all appeared to move, and to be thrown agains 
| my bed; I did not, however, feel disquieted. When I awoke, I Beard 
a loud noise on the staircase, yet I knew that it was closed with chains 
and protected by an iron gate, and that it was impossible any person could 
enter; yet J arose to see what it was. Who art thou? I asked. No 
answer. Ah, well, be itso. I commended myself to Christ, of whom 
it is written in the Sth Psalm. ‘Thou hast subdued all things unde 
his feet,’ and I returned tomy bed. At that time the wife of Jobn o 
| Berblitz had come to Eisnach. She conjectured I was in the eastle. aud 
she wished to see me; but it was impossible. I had been remored inte 
another part of the castle, and the lady of Berblitz had been consigned 
to the chamber which I had occupied. She heard that night 
noise as induced her to believe it was caused by ten thousand devils.” 

After this his experience in what he regarded as diabolism became 
so common that he ceased to write of them specially. Once, as tbe 
tradition goes, he hurled his inkstand at the disturber; and I beleve 
what is said to be the mark of that token of defiance is shown on the 
wall of his room to this day. Iam, however, inclined to think, rot 
withstanding the visible testimony of Luther's mark, that the story is 
true in the spiritual sense only; undoubtedly he did hurl an inkstand. 
with very great effect, at the real enemy of truth and goodness, tht 
mark of which does remain to this day, and cannot be erased hy ang 
detergent yet discovered. The literal story is merely traditional, bu! 
the spiritual fact is, as the children say, truer than true. It is its ow? 
verification. It is one of the many instances in which a tradition may 
embody a large amount of spiritual verity. Though, as I said, Luthers 
favourite method of exorcism —contempt — may be very successful 
against one class of spirits — the good — it cannot drive away the 
lower class; nor can it, we are thankful to believe, so affront the 
very highest as to make them cease to love and serve us. They are 
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the Ch ristian Spiri- 
s written, and you 


— — 


o what our doughy champion 


“Wo unbesitatingly and indignantly deny the statement, which is n. 
mean and geatuitous insult. Lf thie isa fnir specimen of the warfare to 
he waged by the Hditor of the Menna with those who ave sometimes 
constyained to differ from him, we can only sny that there may n day 
be ‘a breach of the peace’ committed at 15, Southampton Row, of m 
| character far more striking than agreeable, and the legal consequences of 
Which the Bditor of the Christian Spiritualist will be quite prepared to 
bear. ‘This is our only ponible answer to an unprovoked and cowardly 
attack, When the ditor of the Maire finds it powible to trent, 
a brother Editor as one gentleman should treat another, we shall be 
prepared to give his remarks all posible attention, but never until then.” 
| There, friend Burna, you ean "pat that in your pipe and smoke it”— 

but you don't mee Well, then, it may afford “food for reflection,” and 
that will result ina kind of literary chewing of theend, You know you 
are apt sometimes, but ooy ohnen, to "Hit out” a little yourself, 
and Í don’t wonder at it; but now I am glad you buve at Inet mot with 
a minister of the right sort-—one belonging to the true Church militant, 
—who will ex—pound bis striking arguments againet your hard northern 
head, though T very much doubt whether he'll get them inside. 1 only 
trust the ammilant may not hurt his knuckles, 

It iv strange that there occurs a little episode in the same number of 
the Christian Spiritualist, which may possibly throw some light on the 
above matter, It is in the form of a little dramatic spirit-scene, in 
which tho spirit of a well-educated Magdalene, having secured Mr. 
Young un a mouthpiece, vents her agony in verse; at the termination of 
the scene the reinstated minister thus moraliees :>— 


g but 
asserts his priestly capacity and sincerity, and is answered that 
the Turks and heathen have as good reasons for their faith and | 


pen bread and wings?!“ 


practice; thit the Lord's Supper was meant to be a communion, and 
there could be no communion where one man only partook of the ele- 
ments, Atone 5 of the controversy Luther says, “ My heart began to 

beat, and the cold sweat to ooze out from every pore. The devil put forth | 
his whole argumentative force, and he has a deep and powerful tone of | 
voice, Nor,” he continues, “ean such an altercation continue long; onthe | 
eontrary, question and answer last but an instant. It was then 1 plainly | 
perceived how it does sometimes happen that people are found in the 

moming dead in their beds. He can destroy the human frame when | 
and where he chooses; nay, so oppress the soul as to force it from the 
body, as he has often nearly done mine, so that T am convinced that both 
the Emperor and Ucolampadius were killed in the same manner, for no 

human being unassisted by God can withstand it. And on this oceasion, | 
however, he got the upper hand of me ; but still T listened to what he had | 


“A woman's fall, from à state of chastity to a state of vnechastity, is 
very often only an inverted and misdirected form of self-skerifiee; and 
self-sacrifice is in itself so noble a thing, that even when it takes 
wrong directions, it may contain within itself the elements of its own 
recovery to a right state,” 

Now, is it not possible that the reverend gentleman's proposed 
perilous adventure may, after all, be merely a kind of self-abnegation on 
his part? Following the example of his s«sthetic Magdalene model, 
he resolves to eink, or sacrifice, for the time being, the ollie of the 
a and to rise into the dignity of the pugilist, for it is evident that 
de has two natures: the first surrounding him with a kind of aura of 
dove-like simplicity, which, in the silvery tones of the sanctuary, invites 
the carnal-minded man to come and partake of the feast of spiritual 
things provided in bis conventicle; and the second, partaking more of 


tosay.” The result was, Luther was brought over to his antagonist’s opin- | the nature of the old Adam, or the Tom Sayers principle, prompting 
ion, and is not ashamed to confess the change, nor the agent of his conver- him to retaliate, with carnal weapons, on the man who dares to attack 
sion. Than this defeat, and the frankness of its acknowledgment—I know | his prejudices. Well, never mind, friend Burns, don't be afraid; let 
of nothing more noble, and I have read of nothing in all history which | us hope that this modern Saul of ‘Tarsus, breathing out threatenings 
more clearly manifests a genuine love of truth for its own sake. True, it, and slaughter, may, before he reaches your little Damascus, like his 
was very illogical to suppose that a spirit wholly confirmed in evil could | fiery prototype of old, become transformed into a milder medium, for 
e be interested in the promotion of truth. ‘ Whoever,” said | the dissemination of ideas more in aceordanee with the spirit and 
er at another time, “ wishes to see a true picture of the devil, let | character of that master whom he professes to serve. 
him place before his eyes an ungodly, haughty, insolent, and blasphem- | 
ous man or woman, whose heart and thoughts are totally directed 
against God, and who takes delight in doing people mischief: there he 
will perceive the real devil in actual form.” Very true—quite a photo- 
graphie portrait; but it is difficult, if not impossible, to imagine such 
an one, whether as man or spirit, having the ability fo distinguish 
clearly between truth and error, and to be anxious for the promotion of 
truth, Nevertheless, the Reformer's honesty shines forth even more 
clearly than if he had been strictly logical in his estimate of diabolical 


Groner Touur. 
Bristol, February 22nd, 1873. 


| Though at all times we consider it to be our duty, whether pleasant or 
painful, to stand up for truth and right, yet a personal squabble is to us 
always distasteful. Wo certainly do not merit the epithet of coward 
flung at us by our contemporary, when we expose ourselves to the 
violence of a man several inches taller than ourself. Mr. Young, of 
the Free (Fight) Christian Church, has taught Spiritualists a useful 
lesson. When the apostolic Spiritualism became Christianised, it 


character, ein io 
ae oi x TNS N 8 j a £ 1 we find Christian 

On entering the spiritual world, all such dimness of vision as to the due free thought-and pure Spiritualism, Sor 5 . 
character of 2 ministering friends, we may well suppose, would pass e Matt i to do the same thing to-day. The moral is 


away. We are not, indeed, left to conjecture merely in his case. 
A greater scer— Emanuel Swedenborg—to whom the spiritual world 
was, for the last twenty or thirty years of his earthly life, more real 
than the natural, says he had about one hundred interviews with | 
Luther, whom he fovnd in a state of advancement far beyond other 
of the Reformers, and that the Reformer told him an angel had tried 
to persuade him while on earth of the truth of what Swedenborg was 
discussing, viz., that love was greater than faith. He had in his own 
aie way entertained angels unawares, and all mistakes made in 
e hour of darkness were forgotten amid the fulness of light and d : x 57 ONO 
paes into which he had entered, because he loved and sought Sher the F wav a piel 9 
ight. As in boyhood he ran from those who brought him bread, and | To the Editor.—Sir,—In your issue of last weck, at page 90, I find 
aid in his riper years, “Thus we often run away with terror from | the following: — A very stupid discussion on Spiritualism is appear- 
some angel of God who brings only blessings with him,” so if in his | ing just now in Public Opinion. Will not some of our readers who 
manhood he ran from spiritual bread bringers, it was not so fast nor | have leisure let a little light on the combatants, as they seem to be Jost 
so far as to prevent the heavenly strength of the messengers from | in a wilderness of mere opinion?“ A j , 
overtaking him. And when, the veil having been lifted by another You ma well, Mr. Editor, designate the discussion as stupid; but to 
messenger, whom in our hour of dimmess we call Death, but whose | show you how, in an unpopular discussion of this kind, stupidity and 
true name is the Angel of the Resurrection, the scales fell from his | mere crude ignorant opinion would appear to be preferred to the hard 
eyes, he found in his supposed antagonist none other than his angelic | logic of facts, I may say that about a month ago I wrote to the editor 


A CRITICISM. 


To the Editor. — Sir, — The letter signed D.,“ and endorsed by 
Mr. Guppy, is not—as my observation and recollection testify—a fair 
account of what took place at the seance in question, The im- 
pressions conveyed by it are misleading. M.A. 


teacher and guardian— 


„Noba friend, a brother more, 


of Public Opinion recommending to inquirers the “ Hints for the Evi- 
dences of Spiritualism,” by an M.P., and enclosing a copy of two 
letters which appeared in the Meme some months ago—the one 


entitled“ Rapid Development. and Wonderful Manifestations,” written 

by M. A.; the other headed “Cross and Crown.—Further Manifesta- 
tions.” These letters contained, as you, Mr. Editor, will remember, a 
most startling account of facts occurring under circumstances where 
no deceptive delusion could be e and yet, forsooth, because 
the matter had already appeared in print, the letters, together with 
my own short manuscript contribution, were rejected. And yet, Sir, 
the raison d'étre of Public Opinion is the employment of matter that 
has already appeared in type, Truly this is straining ata gnat and 
swallowing a camel, and exhibits the fairness of the press in a very 
dubious light.—I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Srasuore T. Speer, M. D.C. 


Public Opinion is composed almost entirely of extracts from other 
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THE CIRCULATION OF THE MEDIUM, AND 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 
Tue Publisher is instituting the greatest facilities for circulating this 


paper, and submits the following Scale of Subscriptions — 1 
One copy, post free, weekly, Id.; per annum, 68. 6d. 8 

Iwo copies „ W i — 10s. 10d. 8 

Three n „ Z A s 17s. 4d. 8 
„ 8 „ 4 be 198. 6d 8 
„ o f d. „ ei 33. 10d | : 

Six copies and upwards, in one wrapper, post free, 1d, each per week 16 


or 48. 4d. per year. 


Allsuch orders, and communications for the Editor, should be addressed R 
to James Burns, Office of Tne MEDIUM, 15, Southampton Row, Bloomsbury Ba 
Square, Holborn, London, W.C. l 

Wholesale Agents—F. Pitman, 20, Paternoster Row, London, E. C.; 1 
Curtice and Co., 18, Catherine Street, Strand, London, W. C.; John 8 
Heywood, Manchester; James M‘Geachy, 89, Union Street, Glasgow. 8 

The Publisher is desirous of establishing agencies and depots for the | 8 
sale of other Progressive periodicals, tracts, and standard works, and will | 8 


be glad to receive communications from such as feel disposed to enter 8 


this field of usefulness. | 
CONTENTS OF LAST No. OF “THE MEDIUM.” AS 
A Spiritualist's Reply to a Christian’s Remonstrance—Miss Blackwell's | 20 


Letter to the “ Times —Spirit-Individuality and Spirit-Faces—Spiritual- | g 
ism in Scotland Two Hundred Years Ago—A Medical Opinion—A 16 
Haunted House—More Subseribers to the Dialectical Report—Spirit- 1G 
Faces Under Test Conditions—The Experience of an Honest Investigator 
—The Higher Phenomena of Spiritualism—Dr. Sexton and the“ National 
Reformer — The Experiences of a Medium—Remarkable Phenomena in 
the Country Successful Seance with Mrs. Holmes—A Soft Impeach- 
ment Mrs. Dickinson's Mediumship—A Sick Woman Fed by Spirits 
The Quarta-Centenary of Spiritualism--A Treat at the Cavendish Rooms 
Next Sunday in London—Mr, Morse in London—Mrs. Butterfield's 
Tour—Mrs. Butterfield’s Spirit-Guides—The Continued Representation | 
of Spirits—Manifestations at Mr. Guppy’s—The Spirit-Faces at Home— 
Bishop Auckland—Marylebone Association of Inquirers into Spiritualism. 


SEANCES AND MEETINGS DURING THE WEEK, AT THE SPIRITUAL | 
INSTITUTION, 15, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, HOLBORN. i 1 

Farmar, Fesrvanry 28, Seance by Mr. Morse, Trance-Medium, at 8 o'clock. Ad- 
mission, Is. 

SATURDAY, Marcy l, Seance by Mr. Herne, Medium for Physical Phenomena 
and Spirit-forms, at $ o'clock. Admission, 5s. 

Seunpay, Marcu 2, Service at Cavendish Rooms, ut 7 o'clock. Questions from 
the audience answered by Mr. J. Burns. 

Monpay, Mancu 3, Private Social Meeting of Mediums, at 7.30, 

Tvespar, Marcu 4, Madame Louise's Seance for the Spirit-faces, at 8 
o clock. Admission, 2s. 6d. 

WEDNESDAY, Marca 5, Developing Circle by Mr. Cogman, at 8. Tickets 
for a Course of Four Sittings, 6s. 

TEURSDAY, March 6, Seance by Mrs. Olive, Trance-Medium, at 8 o'clock. 
Admission, 28. 6d. 
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PROGRESS OF THE DIALECTICAL REPORT. 


In continuing the list of subscribers to the cheap re-issue, we 
have chiefly to notice such applications as the following :— 

T beg to suggest that you should open a list at the Institution for the 
names of those who would like to have single copies of the Dialectical 
Report on Spiritualism, and who may not be able to invest a pound in 
eight volumes. I shall be happy to send my 2s. Gd. in advance if you 
approve of the plan. 

Our reply is that the book is cheap at 5s.; as Spiritual litera- 
ture goes, it is notoriously cheap, and all who kindly fayour us 

ith their orders at that price, must be thankful for the privilege 
of getting such a good bargain. We allow a discount of 50 per 
cent. from that very moderate price as an inducement for Spiri- 
tualists to do all they can to extend the sale of the book. In 
cg so, we put all trade commissions and the cost of advertising 
in the purchaser's pocket, retaining only the merest trifle over 
cost price to pay for wear and tear. The extra price which we 
obtain for single copies is not much for the publicity we give the 
work, and the support of a staff to retail it. We think we have 
hit on quite a new and equitable scheme of bookselling, and we 
hope the Dialectical Report will not be the last instance of it. 
To those who desire to obtain a copy of the Report at 2s. 6d. we 
offer the following suggestions freely. Send to the Spiritual 
Institution for a subscription-form; and having obtained it, 
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otherwise late comers would have to go unserved, ag it site : 
difficult to get the concession renewed. Ba be 


List or Patron SUBSCRIBERS :— 


> 


BS 

R. H. | 

W. H. Swepstone, Esq. ! 

W. Volckman, Esq. 

H. D. Jeneken, Esq. 

Mrs. Makdougall Gregory 

Thomas Grant, Esq. 

Enmore Jones, Esq. 
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Mrs. Kerby 16 
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E. J. Bennett, Esq. 

Lieut.-Colonel Steuart 

Rev. W. R. Tomlinson 

Dr. Gully 

Sir Charles Isbam 

Mr. J. E. Young 

Mr. E. Redgate, for Notting- 
ham Association 

Mr. E. Foster, Preston 

C. T. Hook. Esq. 
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Truth Promoter 

S. Hocking, Esq. 

Mr. B. Bradbury, Morley 

O. Reimers, Esq. 

T. Richardson, Esq. 

N. Kilburn, Esq. 

J. Wason, Esq. | 

Miss Ponder 

R. Beamish, Esq. 

Mr. J. Appleby Alnwick 

P. Derby, Esq., Northampton | 

R. A. Wainwright, Esq. | 

Mr. T. Danby, Manchester 

Mr. S. Howarth, Huddersfield | 

Dr. S. T. Speer | 

Mr. J. Bent, Loughboro’ 

W. Tebb, Esq. 

S. Dixon, Esq., Southampton 

Mr. Blake, Newcastle 

Mr. J. Bland, Hull 

Mr. N. Smith, Birmingham 

Mr. J. Pearson, Lye 

J. W. G. 

Mr. E. Cameron, Leyburn 

Mr. Millis, Derb 

Mr. W. Fenton, Batley 

Mr. J. Hopkins, Bridgwater 

Mr. W. Soden 

Mr. E. Stocks, Churwell i 

F. Tennyson, Esq. 

H. Bielfeld, Esq. 

Mr. J. Judd, Birmingham 

Mrs. Butterfield 

W. Burns, Esq., Nettlehirst 

Mr. A. Dewhirst, Batley | 

Mr. W. T. Wilson, King’s Cross 

Mr. N. Crick, Rushden f 

J. White, Esq., Shadwell Hall 

Rey. J. A. Brinkworth, Shep- į 
ton Mallett | 

Mr. T. Hutchins, do. 

Mrs. Barrett, London 

Major Owen 

Mr. J. Sutherland, Burnley 

Mr. M. Armitage, Batley 

Mr. T. Ousman, Stoke ‘ 

A. Glendinning, Esq. 8 

Mr. W. Whitley 8 

Mr. J. Ashman 

Mr. W. Clarkson, Selby 

Dr. Willing | 8 

Mr. A. Fountain, Wisbech 8 

Mr. J. Ridgway, Harewood | 8 
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MARTIN LUTHER. 


place your name at the top of it for one or more copies, and 
straightway solicit all and sundry to go and do likewise. There 
is scarcely any Spiritualist but could get rid of eight or more 
copies if they only tried. If the work was engaged in uni- 
versally, thousands of copies might be disposed of, and a grand 
work for Spiritualism effected. Even little boys and girls, if armed 
with a subseription-list, might prove most efficient commercial 
travellers in this new line of business. See how the churches 
yess children and persuasive young ladies into their service to 
collect subscriptions for missions and other objects. Many who 
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We desire to call particular attention to Mr. Farquhar's able 
paper, and the lessons which it teaches modern Reformers. We 
are, in the first place, reminded of the fact that the Christian 
Church, at the time of the Reformation, ignored the Bible, Can 
we therefore expect to find Christian dogmas and observances 
founded on Bible truth? Like Luther, Spiritualists are also ready 
to appeal to the Bible, and challenge discussion with Christian 
ministers founded thereon. They will not take up the offer, 
but mildly consign you to their place for lost souls, simply because 
they have not the power to be more offensive. The Archbishop 
of Canterbury exercises a wise discretion in such matters, for he 
never answers letters pointing out the defects in the established 
religion. Spiritualists go further than Luther, and refer the world, 


work goes on cheeringly. A number of new names not to the Bible alone, but to the source whence the Bible 
T Mz, Howton, Mcs| won derived ihe evcsleadag Word 0 God, tum ae 

sedman, and some others add e auenber. ill the work has pe all sarily peaks to and enlightens man, This is the 
ae pretty ichly done, we do e to go to press, stand which Spiritualists take, not with borrowed light, but 
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J by rays direct from the Sun of Truth itself. Would that 
we had more Luthers in our midst, who, instead of gilding the 
truth with a lie to make it appear as another form of Churchal 
ror, would boldly put truth and error in contrast, and leave the 
people to d emselves! 


decide for 
THE NEW PRINTING MACHINE. 


e have many letters eliciting interest in this proposed engine for 

iin d of knowledge, and to gratify, or perhaps disappoint, our 
kind friends, we have to state that the necessary cash has not yet been 
forthcoming. One gentleman will advance £150 if another would do 
the same, after which we could find the balance of £460 in small sums. 
For the sums we would give the machine as security, and pay 5 
per cent. till the whole was paid off in fifteen monthly instalments of 
£20 veh. Thus the lenders would receive nearly £10 of interest each, 
and begin to have their money returned in one month. Will no one 
aceept the offer? It is worth doing, as it amounts to 74 per cent., and 
would be a great favour to us. We find some curious readings in the 
money barometer; the man whose sole wealth is his Saturday's pay, and 
can seareely make ends meet, willingly gives his shilling or half-crown 
with all the enthusiasm of a philanthrophist and the grace of a genuine 
patron of intellectual progress. The rather well-to-do man advances 
his £5 or £10 readily for an indefinite period, and without interest or 
compensation, and solely on our credit as receivers of the elevating 
truths of Spiritualism. The man of real means, and who could do 
: something handsome and be none the worse for it, very seldom does 
anything at all, or is mighty particular in case he may lose a farthing of 

it in the glorious work of mental emancipation to the slaves of ignorance 
of moral degradation. We eagerly long for the sight of one really 
munificent and wealthy patron of our poor aura-fed Spiritualism, If 

: such a patron would but come forward, his distinction would be inesti- 
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mably intensified by his solitary position. Who bid s for it? 


WANTED—RECRUITS. 

Weare in need of more assistance at the Spiritual Institution, and 
for that purpose desire to meet with a youth who is willing to get on 
in the world, and make himself useful. If a young man can be found 
with a ready hand at the pen, some knowledge of shorthand, and 
desirous of improving himself, we would take some pains to add to 
his aceomplishments, and pay him a fair salary for his labour. Apply 
to J. Burns, 15, Southampton Row, W.C. 


THE QUARTA-CENTENARY OF SPIRITUALISM. 
To the Editor.—Dear Sir,—Allow me in your columns to express a 
hope that the suggestion of your correspondent ‘ Senex,” in last week's 
Meres, will be carried out by those who are competent to render such 
an undertaking a success. By success, I mean a result gratifying to 
veteran Spiritualists, as a graceful acknowledgment of their labours in 


tively young in the faith, and significant to outsiders of the fact that 
P piritualism, like other sciences, has its staunch champions, and earnest 
and active students, who are determined not to hide away their light in 
secret places. Why should we not hold up our heads a little higher 
before the world, and treat our faith in public with the honour and 
admiration we profess towards it amongst ourselyes ?—Yours, &c., 

New Wandsworth, Feb., 1873. D. H. WiLsox. 

[We have only space to say that we shall be glad to afford all aid in 
our power to any demonstration connected with the twenty-fifth anni- 
versary of our movement. We shall be glad to receive more letters on 
subject.—Eb. M.] 


A xn of important communications, which came to hand rather 
late, are unavoidably postponed till next week. 

Mrs. Berry desires us to announce that Mr. Herne, medium, will 
commence a series of seances at the Spiritual Institution, on Saturday 
-evening (to-morrow) at eight o'clock. Admission 5s, 


Mu. Tuosas Everrrr, of London, will give a lecture-reading on 
_ Spiritualism, illustrated by “ Extracts from my Diary,’ on Wednesday 
evening, at the Mechanics’ Hall, Bishop Auckland. 


Tur Glasgow Herald gives great prominence to reports of Dr 
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the good cause, encouraging and instructive to those who are compara- | « 
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NEXT SUNDAY IN LONDON. 

Sunday Services for Spiritualists, at Cavendish Rooms, Mortimer 
Street, Wells Street, Oxford Street, at 7. Mr. J. Burns will answer 
questions from the audience. 

1 Voysey, at St. George's Hall, Langham Place, Regent Street, 
at II. 

Sunday Lecture Society, St. George's Hall, at 4. A, Elley Finch, 

„ on “The Pursuit of Truth; as exemplified in the Principles of 
Evidence Theological, Scientific, and Judicial.” 

Sunday Evenings for the People, St. George's Hall, at 7. A lecture 
by R. A. Proctor, Esq., on “Recent Astronomical Discoveries,” illus- 
trated by diagrams, followed by Mozart's “ Twelfth Mass.” 

“An Unfettered Pulpit,” South Place Chapel, Finsbury, at 11.15, 
M. D. Conway, on “The Rights of Conscience in Connection with 
Education.” 


DR. SEXTON’S APPOINTMENTS. 
! Neweastle-upon-Tyne, Sunday, March 2nd :— 

Afternoon—* The Philosophy of Trance Natural, Mesmeric, and 
| Spiritual.” 

Leening—“ The Relation of Spiritualism to Beience, Progress, and 

Human Happiness.” 

Monday evening, March 3rd.—* Theories Invented to Account for 
| and Explain Spiritual Phenomena.” 
| Heckmondwike, Dewsbury, Mirfield, and district, following week. 
All communications to be made to Dr. Sexton, 17, Trafalgar Road 
Old Kent Road, London, S. E. S 


| Liverroos SUNDAY Services.—Sunday, March 2nd, Mr. J. J. Morse 
| Sunday, March 9th, Mr. J. Burns. 

Questions will be answered by Mr. Burns at the Cavendish Rooms 
on Sunday evening. - Spiritualists and investigators should have a num- 
ber of practical questions prepared, and inquirers should be induced to 
attend. 

Mr. asp Mrs. Hotmrs have announced a seance, for Spiritualists 
only, on Saturday evenings. It is anticipated that under more per- 

į fect conditions something very good might be received, as has already 
been the case in circles constituted of congenial elements. 

Mr. Frank Herne, medium, lately associated with Mr. Williams, 
desires us to announce that he is open to engagements to hold seances 

at the residences of investigators. Terms, two guineas for a seance. 
| He may be addressed at 15, Southampton Row, W.C. 

| Mr. Wattace, missionary medium, has held a circle daily at York, 
| and is now at 15, Ramsden Street, Huddersfield. He then goes to 
| Preston, Manchester, and Liverpool. Those who desire practical 


| instruction in these districts should make application to Mr. Wallace 


A CORRESPONDENT of Public Opinion makes the following statement: 
Spiritualism is such a recognised fact in Paris that there are large 
commercial houses where no employés but Spiritualists are received, 
the conviction of the proprietors of those houses being that believers 
in Spiritualism are not likely to be dishonest men.” ‘The correspon- 
dence in last week's Public Opinion is more interesting. We observe 
a valuable letter from one of our frequent contributors. 


Ma. Crarkson writes:“ J am glad to tell you that the medicine 
| Mrs. Dickinson sent me three weeks ago has done me a power of good. 
| I can now take more food, and digest it with less difliculty, than for the 

last twelve months, I also feel stronger, and have a better flow of 
spirits; and by persevering with the medicine for a few months, I 

believe a permanent cure will be effected.” We have known Mr. Clark- 
| son for many years, and are aware that his case is one of the most 
| obstinate description. Mr. Clarkson has suffered very much on account 
| of the Compulsory Vaccination Laws. Mrs. Dickinson generously 
| extended her aid gratuitously. 


| To the Editor—Sir—I send you an idea with respect to reincar- 


nation. It is extraordinary that it should be so common a doctrine 
| in Roman Catholic nations, and so generally negatived among Protest- 
ant nations. Can it be that there is so much in Spiritualism that 
| resembles purgatory in its true sense, the cleansing process? The 
| doctrine of reincarnation is denied to Spiritualists in contradistinetion 


~ Bexton’s lectures, particularly the questions at the close, which were to Spiritists, on the ground of one step ut n timo. One of Mrs. Conant’s 
the most trashy and disorderly we ever heard of, The meetings broke Irish spirits, in America, began his speech with, “This is what they 
up in considerable confusion, while the conduct of some of the audience call purgatory, I suppose? é, i W. R. J. 
on Sunday evening was simply disgraceful. It is probable that tbe [We would understand it, that the state in which the spirit habitually 
puts the proceedings in the most offensive form, for private | existed was “ purgatory,” according to his idea, and not the coming 
letters speak of the Doctor's visit in terms of the highest praise. One back to earth. — EU. M. 
e says, Everyone is delighted, and he will need to be Reincarnatroy.—Lo the Editor.—Sir,—Having read the paper, in 
ack very soon. Reports appear in the various papers here, and also the last Human Nature, by Miss Blackwell, “On the Doctrine of Re- 
in the Scotsman. The hall was crowded on Sunday night at 6d. a | incarnation,” I took an opportunity to inquire of spirits accustomed to 
bead. Next time we will take a larger hall, and reduce the price of be present at our sittings what they thought of the doctrine, and was 
pission.” We have received another report, which will appear next | told that, in their belief, it originated either with mistaken or deceptive 
spirits. J also put a question respecting that doctrine to the lofty and 
Won bound to give Mrs, Butterfield credit for her address at very ancient Hindu spirit so often speaking through Mr. Cogman, and 
Kingston, the Surrey Advertiser reports the meeting in a style of was given to understand that, in his view, the doctrine originated with 


orters to imagine that they bespatter S 
rse themselves in low af “ 
nty letter,” is so mentally facile th 

not care whether he adheres to truth or not. 


an, who was chairman, challenged the sable philo- that he punishes for the sake of inflicting ub ) 
ixi he could 10 1 any language but English. the Baptist was much controlled in his actions by the spirit of Elias, 
rte 


he audience dispersed, which name should the spirit be kno fiss Blackwell is to be 
“ooloured gentleman's” expense. | esteomed as an able and engel lady. ours, &e., B. T.— Feb. 11, 1873. 


Che Spirit Messenger. 


[A seanco is held every Friday evening, at eight o'clock, at the office of 
the Mepivuat. By our reports of these or other circles we do not en- 
dorso or stand responsible for tho facts or teachings given by the 
spirits. Our desire is, in brief, to give a faithful representation of what 

s place, for the benefit of those who cannot attend. | 


February 21st, | 
MR. MORSE'S SEANCE. | 


A number of questions were answered by the guide of the medium, 
amongst which was the following: —, 

Q. Can you give us some explanation of the condition called inner | 
breathing, or inspiration? —A. It is a peculiar physiological condition | 
brought about by the infusion of spiritual ether into the inner fluids of | 
the medium. This, toa certain extent, subverts the normal physical 
processes; the outward activity nearly ceases, and lite is sustained by | 

© spiritual or inner action, which creates a state of dependence on | 
spiritual sources and the enjoyment ot pleasurable sensations peculiar | 
to the spiritual state of existence, This condition is favourable to the | 
reception of spiritual kruth, and spirits can confer spiritual vision or | 
inspiration without closing the external senses. Jo be produced success- 

„chis state demands a perfect condition of bodily health. It is a | 
pernicious error to suppose that a pete debility is a necessary con- | 
comitant of mediumship. Man's soul is endowed with powers which 
relate him to all the facts and principles of nature, and it is through the 
reciprocity of his organs that this can be effected. When bodily con- 
ditions favour it, the soul is as it were lifted up, and can control the 
bodily powers in a superior manner. The study of man's natural 
powers is too much neglected, and spirits are expected to do for men | 
that whieh they can only do for themselves. | 


Tne “SrROLLING Prayer.” 


In a long and humorous conversation, this spirit alluded to the 
“ soit impeachment” of his “horticultural friend“ (Mr. Gardner), who he | 
thought was calling “sour grapes.“ The spirit then remarked, “If | 
my horticultural friend has been fooled by some spirit calling himself | 
the ‘Strolling Player, then no wonder that he feels rather touchy over 
it. When I control other mediums I shall allow no mistake to be 
made about it. That my power should be taken from me by higher 
spirits for not admitting that which is not true, I regard as ‘bosh.’ No 
one ean take my personality from me. Every tub stands on its own | 
bottom,’ It is not at all creditable to the heart or intellect of my horti- 
cultural friend to try to depreciate a brother immortal in the eyes of 
the world. As for me and my character, much of my publie life is 
before the world, and I can afford to let it speak for itself. If my utter- 
ances can be shown to be contrary to reason, justice, and morality, then | 
pitch into them. I do not intend to go about the country repeating the 
epitaph, ‘ Here lies the defunet name of “ Strolling Player.“ As for the 
respectability of the thing, ‘disreputable is, who disreputable acts’ I 
believe in doing good, and in the supreme authority of the individual | 
over his own actions. If my earthly life was known to my critic, and 
eompared with his, the balance might be in my favour. I was not all 
the time a * Strolling Player, but it pleases me at present to be known 
as such. To conclude, allow me to express my astonishment that a man 
so ‘respectable’ as my horticultural friend should stain paper in a 
double sense with that which is so unworthy of such . 
bility.” 


Rosert BELL. 


At the close of the seance the medium was quietly controlled by a 
spirit. As the influence came on the medium put his right hand 
to his head. and turned slightly round towards the chairman, and spoke 
with great difficulty : “ Ob,— I — don’t know hardly—how to do this. 
Spirit tells me—to say who Iam — Tm only a little fellow ;—he's telling 
me— my name is Robert Bell, five years of age. I left papa last 
November — Rey. Alexander Bell, Ashton Bank, Ashton, Preston. 
(What were you ill with?) My head was bad. Oh, I can't say any 
more.” 
Spirits on returning through a medium always experience the pains | 
in earth-life, but in the spiritual state they are released 
from such difficulties, This spirit in communicating seemed to be | 
assisted by another. The communication was given with such effort 
that it would not be strange if inaceuracies are to be found in it. 


A SEANCE WITH SPIRITUALISTS ONLY. 
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| Mr. John Watson and myself then proceeded to tie the medium to 3 
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present to tie Mr. Williams tng 
securely. This done, he told us his Boss—the familiar name“ 58 
King” allows “Peter” to apply to him, although in bis resene, 
the lattor somewhat stands in awe—was getting ready, We Ask 
“ Poter” to show his hands, which he did repeatedly, although he i 
he could not show his face. The amusing conversation an witty z, 
joinders of “ Peter” are so familiar to the frequenters of the seances z. 

mb's Conduit Street, that I will not weary by a repetition of the, 
After pronouncing himself satisfied this time with the tying of th, 
medium, whom he put to sleep in his own fashion by several audi, 
knocks on the head with the tube, the curtain of the aperture 
slowly drawn aside, and the majestic head and shoulders of Sir Hey 
de Morgan, alias“ John King,” appeared. On his head was the usual typ. 
ban, his eyes were glistening, his face serene, and his lips moved, while 
he called me up first and shook hands warmly, giving me a message f, 
my son, He then closed the curtain over the aperture, and repeated thi 
process seven or eight times, at each appearance calling up one of th, 
company, until he had greeted each by a warm shake of the hand an 
some friendly words, telling one gentleman that his two sons W., 
mediums, but that they were not to sit often, and never with strangers, J 
one lady he uttered the words“ God's truth.” One lady was evidently 
alarmed, but at length overcame the feeling upon “John King's“ w. 
peated request that she should approach him. John King” then jy. 
formed us that three or four other faces had been preparing, but wer, 
unable to show themselves, as the medium was not quite “the thing” 
he having experienced some little annoyance previous to the seany, 
„John King” then bowed several times, wishing us all, as usu), 
hearty “ Good-night.” 

To Spiritualists this account will no doubt appear very trite; but! 
give it as a test of Mr. Williams's unaided mediumship. The gentle 
who sat next to me, and whose name I am sure he would not object i 
give, told me that he was a member of the Dialectical Society, and that} 

ad entered on the subject with a determination to do what he could y 
expose the humbug aa delusion of the whole matter, and had ended tts 
investigation by becoming a confirmed Spiritualist. I enclose my naw: 
and address.— Yours 85 E. 


TESTS. 

(Mrs. Olive's Seance, February 20th. Spirit-guide, “ Marie Stuart’) 
Sunshine“ began by telling a lady she had a message to her from 
her spirit-mother, which she delivered, at the same time describing thy 
mother’s personal appearance. She then addressed herself to anothes 
lady, and told her that her husband was trying for spirit-photographs, 
and that he was not to be discouraged, for that he would get thi. 
The lady was much surprised at “ Sunshine’s” knowing about th 
matter at all. Sunshine then described some of the personal pies 
liarities of a gentleman, to the evident amusement of his Wife. She tha 
encouraged a youth to sit for physical mediumship, described to 
recognition of another gentleman the spirit of his sister standing by 
him, and finished by correctly deseribing the seat and nature of the 
disease from which the wife of a third gentleman was suffering. Tbs 
last was a clairvoyant description, as the wife was at bome. “Hamb” 
followed, and talked away in his jovial manner for about a quarter i 
an hour, apparently to the great amusement of the circle. ‘ Dr. Fortes 
came next, and placed his medical experience at the disposal of those pre- 
sent, A gentleman requested a diagnosis of his wife, and the lady, at Ù 
doctor's request, sat immediately in front of him. He then gave a la 
account of the condition of the organs of the chest, explained to mt 
symptoms of disease that condition would give rise, and concluded ty 
minute directions as to diet, &e., for restoration to perfect health. Whe 
the doctor concluded his description of his patient's condition, # 
remarked, “ Well, you appear to know the state of my health very Fe 
After much general conversation on medical matters, and a little Egg 
advice of some kind or other to every one, the doctor said “Go 

night.” and the seance concluded. 


EXTRAORDINARY MANIFESTATIONS AT MR. FAWCIITS 
CIRCLE, BISHOP AUCKLAND. 
Direct Srinit-Vorces, Fire xD Rixe Tests. 

Dear Sig. — On Thursday night last the manifestations at thi 
were of a most interesting kind. Passing over the earlier ; 
the seance: during which the medium was tied and untied several tz; 
by the unseen power, I will proceed with the one instance of this £% 
of manifestation, whereby the clearest and most incontestable proof ™ 
afforded that spirits really do these things, and that the charges 
trickery are entirely unfounded. ; 

The medium, Miss Annie Fawcitt, being seated near the table a2 
side of the room. and on which were placed a tambourine, a bazd- 
and a paper speaking-tube. the sitters, cousisting of some twelre pe 
formed a semi-circle round the room, which is about 13it. or 14% 


chair with a strong rope. This we did in the most secure a 
manner; and to entirely preclude the possibility of decepti 
the ends of the rope at the back of the chair with peculiar 
recognisable, the medium's hands being pinioned in front. 
all being seated. and each one “holding his neighbour's hand 
ing his neighbour's foot, the light was extinguished, when i 
the various instruments were heard moving, the tambourine = 
beaten, the bell rung the paper tube carried up in the sis and sf 
on the wall high up behind the medium. A lignt being called 187. 
medium was found seated and tied exactly as before. 
under strict surveillance, the natural question is, who produced 
manifestations ? l 
The light being extinguished, the paper tube was again taken €p | 
mid-air, and a faint voice was heard ing through it. 
moments this voice became stronger, and, being questioned, stated * 


da spirit named “Metalia” +5, 
= Dibben, * 


2 


ane s 
5 ede“ 


teste” 
toe 


spoke in this same 


= 


name of speared ee ee É 
manifestations at Mr. G 's circle were recently recorded i7 
az L Banders voice is loud and strong, but be is 1 


| to produce physical manifestations which will “astonish 


ium, who had all this time remained securely tied, was now 
hese spirits, and although as many as a dozen difficult knots 
loosed, in about three minutes she was set free, and the rope 
oss the room. 

dition to these manifestations, during the past week Miss Fawcitt 


trance-medium, during a casual visit at her house, was entranced by the 
spirits, and performed before the eyes of herself, Mr, Robert Robson, 
and others, what is called the flre-test; that is, he walked to the fire- 
and, removing the hot coals from the top, took up in his bare 

i fad a red-hot lump of coal from the very centre of the fire, carried 
it round the room for quite a minute and a half, then replaced it in the 
grate, his hands being entirely unhurt by the operation. The spirits 
through him say that this is simply a chemical experiment, and when 
the conditions are present can be done without the Tast danger. They 
naively asked if there was not an ancient story of “Three Hebrew chil- 
dren and a fiery furnace.” ; 

Kindly chronicle these things in your next issue, and oblige, yours 
faithfully, N. Kinser, Jux. 

February 22, 1873. 

[We have received communications from other correspondents 
respecting doings at this circle, which we hope to find space for next 
week. — Ep. M.] 


MORE EXTRAORDINARY PHENOMENA. 

To the Editor.—Dear Sir,—I hope you will be able to find room for 
a short account of a very successful seanco held at Madame Louise's on 
Friday evening, 21st inst. We had, in the first place, a dark seance. 
t There bad been some delay about beginning, and the spirits were 
evidently tired of waiting, for the very instant the candle was put out 
the guitar was snatched from the table and began thrumming all over 
the room, accompanied by the violin. Shortly “Dick's” voice was 


heard addressing different members of the company by name, whilst he | 


banged them with the guitar. I forgot to mention that Mr. Stoeton 
(Madame Louise's son) had been very securely tied at the beginning of 
the seance, and in a short time the rope was heard to fall at the other 
side of the room. The candle was relighted, and Mr. Stocton exhibited 
= his wrists painfully marked by the cord. A lady present had mentally 
requested the spirits to give this test. Darkness being again made 
visible, Mr. Holmes, who was present, had his waistcoat removed from 
under his coat (his hands being grasped meantime), which most essential 
garment was thrown into a lady's lap, the watch hanging in the fob. 
The astonished look of the gentleman upon seeing what had happened 
was ludicrous in the extreme. The light being again put out, his coat 
was removed. As he seemed to think it advisable not to sit under the 
i same conditions any longer, young Stocton took his place, his hands 
also being securely held. In a few seconds his waistcoat was thrown 
across my shoulder, and his coat in the lap of a gentleman beside me. 
Upon beginning again, we had guitar-thrummings as usual; and“ Dick,” 
ma questioned as to further tests, replied, “We are saving all our 
power for the faces.” The necessary arrangements being made, the first 
to present himself was the Emperor Napoleon.” It was an excellent 
. likeness. The obliging Emperor advanced his face well through the 
aperture when requested, and bowed to our questions. The next was 
“Mary Queen of Scots, looking very like the old portraits. There 
were several others. one being the face of a relative of mine, of whose 
departure to the “Summer Land” I was ignorant until informed of 
it through Mr. Stocton’s clairvoyance. 

Madame Louise's arrangements for the faces are of so simple a 
character that no one, with a grain of common sense, could suspect 
imposture, and she and her son display mediumistie powers of so high 
a 8 that I am sure it has only to be known to gain them large 
audiences; whilst, from their pleasant, obliging manners, they cannot 
fail to give satisfaction, whether in private or in public. G. W 


S 


FRUIT MANIFESTATIONS AT NEWCASTLE. 


To the Editor.—Dear Sir, — I beg to draw the attention of our 
Spiritualistie friends to a seance held at my house on the 12th instant. 
Having challenged the scientific world to prove and expose the so- 
called delusions of Modern Spiritualism, a number of gentlemen, 
including medical and classical students, met us for that purpose. 
he reporter of the Chronicle was also invited, numbering in all about 
thir “ladies and gentlemen. 
ust also state that the sceptical portion of the company behaved 
with due decorum, but the sympathetic mediums appeared to be 
greatly affected by some antagonistic influence. Nevertheless, after 
a few yerses, which no doubt caused greater harmony of mind, 
iful basket, containing five small oranges, a bunch of delicious 
s, and two small bouquets of Chinese primroses, was laid upon 
ble. Mr. Wight, the medium, immediately wrote down that it 
Mrs. Stubbs, except one of the bouquets, which was for Mrs. 
it, The present indeed came at a suitable time, as Mrs. Stubbs 
confined to bed, and needed such things. The controlling spirit 
tear Bella Donkin,” who stated they were brought from New 

ales. Afterwards, my wife’s Bible and a compass were brought 
next room, the seance-room door being locked. We were 

for another test, and we requested the Bible and compass 
n back again. The Bible was taken away, but not the 
d an Italian dictionary was placed in its stead, e 
one of those orthodox Christians, yet I looked upon the 
i and compass as being most emblematical ; 

bt, the most useful and correct chart we could 
ver the troubled waves of life. The Italian 
„perhaps indicated that we could not 
anguage, The seance was interesting, and ap- 
wecess, I am sorry that it was not so to all, for 
enuineness 5 the manifestations, and appeared to 
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on the medium for the ring-test, Mr. Mitchell, on whose arm an | 


i 1 
S iron ving was placed, bearing witness that it was done under strictly test 
Conditions. 
$ Mrs. Fawoitt also relates that on Saturday evening last, Mr, Meek, the | 
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think there was fraud and trickery at work. The basket containing 
the fruit was quite new, so I gare myself the trouble of visiting all the 
basket makers to see if one like it had been recently sold, but quite the 
contrary, they had never seen such a made basket, and had nothing of 
the kind. ut it is my opinion when people are dubious they can 
always find, especially at spiritual seances, abundant room to doubt. 
Trusting to our own honesty, and the honesty of our friends, we had 
not subjected ourselves to examination; this was indeed a pity, as it 
would have removed all doubt, But Providence appears to try our 
faith.—TI am, Sie, yours, Ko., Jous Srenus. 
5, Denmark Street, Gateshead, February 17, 1873. 


SPIRIT-FACES AT MRS, BASSETT'S SEANCE. 

Dear Sit. —The last of a series of seances given by Mrs. Bassett at 
Mr. Cogman’s Institution, 15, St. Peter's Road, Mile End, was held on 
Tuesday evening, February 18. The room was crowded to excess, so 
that some visitors could not obtain admission. The seance was a 
most interesting one, inasmuch as it had been announced that spirit- 
faces were to appear for the first time at this place under Mrs. 
Bassett’s mediumship, Before the light was extinguished, a proposition 
was made that the medium should undergo an examination by some 
ladies present (strangers to the medium). To this Mrs. Bassett readily 
assented. All the sitters now joined hands, and the licht was ex- 
tinguished, Almost immediately the voice of the spirit „James“ was 
heard addressing his more familiar acquaintances. He was congenial 
with all questioners, and answered them, as he said, to the best of his 
ability. Two other voices were heard during the early part of the 
seance. At the close of the first part Mrs. Bassett entered the cabinet, 
which bad previously been examined by a stranger present. There 


soon appeared at the aperture what seemed to be the face of an 


—— — — H— 


elderly female, followed by two others of the same type, but with a 
different arrangement of the hood or head-dress. An arm (which, for 
its natural appearance, might have been taken for the medium's own) 
was extended full-length from the opening. The door was almost 
instantly opened after the appearance of the arm, and the medium was 
found sitting partially entranced, and her dress undisturbed. This 
ended the seance, 

Tf I may be permitted, I would remark that this was the frst time I 
have had the pleasure of sitting with Mrs. Bassett, and, whilst a believer 
in the truths of the spiritual philosophy, I feel that I am not bound 
to believe in any phenomena or creed unless it will bear the strictest 
analysis of my own reason. I must confess that after all my analytical 
siftings and comparisons, I am bound to admit the genuineness of 
Mrs. Bassett's mediumship, and that she is an honest agent of spiri- 
tual revelation.—I am, dear Sir, yours truly, S. Goss. 

February 20, 1873. 

A FEW LINES IN REPLY TO H. G. A.ON “FANCIES AND 
FALLACIES ABOUT SPIRIT AND FORCE.” 
From the ** National Reformer.” 

Stu. —I have never seen so complete an illustration of “ Faneies and 
Fallacies about Spirit and Force.” While the author of the above paper 
deals with facts as to the conditions under which what is called force 
manifests itself, he steers clear of both “ fancies ” and “ fallacies;” but when 
he begins to tell us what spirit and force are, he then deals in nothing 
but fancies, and some very gross fallacies. 

He says, “ what is called spirit is merely an essence or rare and subtle 
condition of matter; and force is simply the special potential ability. 
or the substance having such potential ability.” I beg for a little light 
here. If spirit is an essence of matter, how is it that it obeys a set of laws 
exclusively its own, laws which matter as we know it never does obey? 
And what reason can be given that spirit is an essence of matter, as 
intelligence is a property of spirit, and must exist in order that the con- 
ditions upon which form and change depend may take place? Next, 
what is meant by telling us that force is “ potential ability“? 

I deny completely the existence of any such quality as “potential 
ability” existing in matter. Professor Tyndall was right when he 
expressed “energy” to be a better term than force, because energy 
implies will in action, or mind considered as a quantity in the caleu- 
lation. But,“ says H. G. A., all we require is the clear discernment 
that force and motion are material conditions, and not things in 
themselves, whether potentially or dynamically considered.” 

Is it not evident that force and motion are material manifestations of 
mind governing the conditions necessary to such manifestations? 

Then follows some clear and evident trath about the law of all action 
being mechanical. Then follows again some more fancies about the 
ability of gunpowder to explode. What ability has gunpowder to 
explode? No more than a snowball. In both cases heat will convert 
them into something else. In one ease aflinity is feeble and easily 
changed ; in the other case it is more strong and more slow of change: 
but the powder and the snowball would be so to all eternity for any 
ability they had in themselves to change. But if gunpowder is caused 
to explode, says H. G. A., in effect we have the force of sound, of light 
and heat. No doubt there would be the transmission of motion in air 
and ether, but how that would produce sound without a mind to 
perceive and be conscious of the perception, and light has no existence 
out of mind, and so of heat: the conditions on which they depend hare 
their objective existence: but as we understand sound, light, and heat. 
they are sensations of the mind, “Inthe making of gunpowder there 
was nothing superadded.” Yes, there was superadded a set of new 
conditions, upon which the “chemical interrelations” depended, such 
new conditions in turn depending upon knowledge, it being an exclu- 
sive property of mind or spirit. he concluding sentences by II. G. A. 
are true with the exception of the last—* And this brings us to the 
sense of the positive excluding chance, and to the conception of a neces- 
sity in nature.” I would say, the sense of intelligence excluding chance, 
and the conception of mind or spirit as the only force in nature. 

Joux Bearris. 


Mus. Dicgixsox has removed farther west. Her address is new 
23, Duke Street, Manchester Square, W. We understand Mrs.“ 
Dickinson is very much engaged, chiefly with West-End patients. 
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RAST LONDON SPIRITUALISTS' ASSOCIATION, 


A an the above name is in process of formation at the East 
End don, Mr. Morse, secretary pro fem, having received up- 
wards of twenty names of intending members. A general meeting of 


the members will be held at Mrs. Main’s, $21, Bethnal Green Road, E., 
on Wednesday, March 12th, 1873, at 7.30 pan. Spiritualists resident 
in the above district, desirous of becoming members, are invited to be 
pae The subscription will be 2s. per quarter, payable in advance, 

e business upon the above date will be the election of a committee 
and the appointment of officers. All communications to be addressed 
to the secretary, Mr. q. J. Morse, 76, Usher Road, Bow, E. 


Tur Evelange of Middlesborough has an adroit way of advocat in 
Spiritualism. ‘The editor commences a long article, chiefly borrow 
from the Times number of the Mrpivs, by abusing Mr. Massey, and 
then coolly insults his orthodox readers by retailing in a most offensive 
form the poet's leading heresies. Spiritualism proper then comes in 
for detraction, but only that the editor may thereby take the opportun- 

to tell his awe-struck readers all about it, concluding by copying 

nost entire our “rales for the spirit-circle.” If the Exchange editor 
had the genius to be a poet, or the author of one heretical idea, and 
had the straight-forwardness to speak of truth candidly and openly, we 
should consider him far on the road to being a Spiritualist. 


Srintrüstasu has come as a godsend to the Secularist spouters, who 
have worn almost every eligible topic threadbare, and have therefore 
clutched at a new theme with avidity. To engage in the new enterprise 
requires no mental stock-in-trade, at least none is exhibited in their 
performances, The less they know about the subject, the more glibly 
and unseeupulously can they descant upon it. Mr. Reddalls, whose 
wonderful oratorical powers were fitly discussed by Mr, Houghton in a 
recent letter to the Meniu, is to enlighten the shades of Heckmondwike 
on Sunday. The bill announcing his advent is luminous with red and 
black ink. We urge Spiritualists to attend and use every endeavour to 
got a full meeting for Mr. Reddalls, and the public will think all the 
batter of the truth from haying been forced to swallow so much of its 
opposite. 

Tue Courier reports Mr. Bassett’s debate at the Workman's Hall, 
Stratford, and contains two letters in support of Spiritualism. S. G. 
in his letter remarks:— For eighteen hundred years the Bible has 
taught mankind that there are certain spiritual gifts inherent in 
man’s nature, and of which he is instructed not to be ignorant. T can 
understand the mind that repudiates both Spiritualism and the Bible- 
teachings together, but I cannot comprehend how a man can believe the 
Bible, and at the same time repudiate that which the Bible teaches. 
From my childhood I have been taught to believe in the Bible as a record 
of Divine truth, and now in my riper years I find Spiritualism, with its 
confirmatory evidence, practically demonstrating to the world of 
humanity the truth of that which all classes of Christians have 
professedly believed for so many centuries. But, to be brief, my position 
is this: I accept the Bible-teachings as truth, and if the Bible-teachings 
be true, Spiritualism is true also; but if Spiritualism be false, then I 
say with sorrow, the Bible-teaching must be a fatal delusion and a 
dangerous snare.” 


Tus Halifar Guardian published a letter from Frederic Wood, 
Christ's College, Cambridge,” who seems to have been home to see his 
friends, had visited a seance, and wanted to show off in the local 
papers. He gave some puerile statements and comments, which were 
followed in another issue by a letter from A. D. Wilson, who charac- 
terises the previous writer's letter; and in speaking of the medium 
called in question, Mr. Wilson says:—I assure you that his 
integrity is too well known to be saddled with an imputation of 
deceit, and would scorn to condescend to such an unprincipled and 
deceitful mode of procedure as characterised your correspondent, who 
affected a lie in an indirect manner to accomplish his ignoble pur- 
poses.” The youthful student had asked for the spirit of his mother 
not once, but repeatedly—tknowing well that she was in the flesh at 
home. If some spirit made of the same kind of moral stuff as him- 
seif paid him in his own coin, he can't complain. Mr. Wilson shows 
that he misrepresented the facts in numerous instances, for which 
delinquency he received a well-merited rebuke. It would be an 
interesting occupation to follow the youthful student till he assumes 
the “cure of souls.” But can a truthful man teach and live on a false 
system? 

Srtrrzrartsu ar zun Berstou Secenar Soctrrv.— Last Sunday we 
were agreeably surprised to find our large hall full to overflowing by an 
intelligent and attentive audience, to hear Mr. J. Beattie lecture on 
“ Modern Spiritualism.” The first note Mr. Beattie spoke from was 
the law of reason. IIe gave great prominence to the difficulty of 
having the mind so cultured as that the intellect and the intuition of 
reason should be free from the control and domination of the emotions. 
He was next careful to define what he called our form of thought, 
plainly showing that all search for truth must be within the grasp of 
our thinking power, and that the form of our thought forced us to 
certain conelusions relative to the law of causality and other funda- 

mental coneeptions. He brought forward the theory of matter and 
spirit as being different substances, each obeying a distinctive and 
different set of laws. Here he spoke some time on the doctrine of 
force, using the idea of mind as the only true type of all force, 
exhibiting will as the highest property of mind, and upon which our 
moral sense depended. After a passing allusion to Spinoza's doctrine 
of infinite substance, he came to ee of man as a spiritual being. 
and the persistence of life under given conditions. He took but little 
time in the description of modern munifestations, but spoke of their 
rationality, then of the different theories of accounting for them, and 
asserted that the only theory that covered all tho phenomena was the 
spiritual onc. There was a well-conducted debate afterwards, which, 
by the wish of a large audience, was adjourned until next Sunday, when 
will be opened by Mr. Rogers. Mr. Beattie seemed carefully to shut 
out all room for discussion on the old questions of first cause and the 
creation of things, &e., and with much shrewdness strictly confined 
1 phenomena of thir „and what he conceived 
ir immediate causes.-—J. Lucas, See.—National Reformer. 
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To the Editor of The Paddington Times, 


Sin, —T have long been of opinion that small-pox is now kopt alir.: 
this country by ibe ractice of vaocination in the same “wae 
formerly pro 1 by the equally absurd and unnatural o N a 
innoculation. It will not appear surprising that such should het a 
if we reflect on the statement repeatedly mado by Jenner himself ge 
cow-pox and small-pox are opg diverse manifestations of one and M 
same disease. The practice of the medical profession of the present da, 
is in reality not vaccination but variolation ; consequently every ch 
subjected to the influenco of this so-called vaccination has the sred of 
small-pox implanted in its blood, which only await the co-operation a 
those atmospheric and telluric influences, which prevail in opiden; 
seasons, to ripen into genuine small-pox. I may be wrong, but if ca 
I do so in very good company, as the following extract from a Work jis 

ublished by Churchill will show. The writer is Mr. Rober: i! 
Sukewell, M.D., late Medical Officer of Health and Vaccinator-Ganen; 
for the Colony of Trinidad: 

„ fear that in some instances wholesale vaccinations and re-varsins, 
tions at the commencement of an epidemic have spread mall. pn 
among those who remained unvaccinated. At least, it happened, eizi. 
ously enough, that in the best vaccinated districts in Trinidad there ws 
the most small-pox.  ' 

“One gentleman—Mr. Robert Knaggs—reported that his district o 
the town was so well vaccinated in the house-to-house vaccination, (he 
an epidemic is impossible, A few weeks afterwards he had to resign that 
very district, because the number of cases of small-pox was so lsrs 
that he was unable to attend on them. A very out-of-the-way distris 
in a distant part of the island was entirely free from stmall-pox until s 
energetic vaceinator, newly appointed, vaccinated upwards of a hundred 
in the course of a few weeks. Small-pox then broke out, Certainly 
small-pox spread with amazing rapidity in Port of Spain after ts 
house-to-house vaccination had been a short time in operation. —I sm, 
Sir, yours truly, Wu. Yorys, 

January 25th, 1875. 


AN INQUIRY FROM EGYPT, 

To the Editor.—Dear Sir,—A few weeks ago I took the liberty of 
writing to you, asking for a little information relative to our exparieses 
in the investigation of Spiritualism, and I am certain that you woali 
have answered the letter but for the many engagements you bare tò 
occupy your time, or possibly my letter may have been mislaid ; st asy 
rate, I will venture to ask you the question again, trusting to your 
kindness to notice it. 

The subject of Spiritualism was introduced to me by a gentle 
who is known, probably, to you as D. K. C. Now, like many others, 
at first I was very strongly opposed to it; but, being persuaded to 
investigate the matter. a friend, my wife, and I sat at the table, and, 
after two or three sittings, we had manifestations. I need net enter 
into details as to the progress we made, as all this is so familiar to zo: 
but whatto us is so extraordinary is, that after many months of succesfd 
and progressive meetings, the manifestation suddenly ceased, and fors 
long time we have not had the slightest manifestation, not eren : 
movement of the table, though the conditions, so as far we can unde- 
stand, have been exactly the same. We had messages truthfully spelt ot 
by means of the tipping of the table; we had also messages rapped out 
upon the table, with and without the contact of our hands with th 
table. Some of these messages were exceedingly good. A spirit, wb» 
called herself “ Sarah Wightman,” and who said she had communicate! 
with her friends through the mediumship of Miss or Mrs. Hudson, & 
London, gave us the following at different times :—* I have often hèsri 
it said, and I think it an excellent remark, that The man who throws th 
whole of his plans into the current of Divine Providence, shall nevet 
want room to float his hull; and ‘The sweetest earthly music, and 
that which penetrates the farthest into heaven, is the beating of a loving 
heart; again, ‘Kindness is the music of goodwill to man, and upo 
this harp the smallest fingers can play heaven's sweetest notes. + 
give you these, Sir, as specimens of the communications we used to ge 
Now, these sentences to us are quite new; we never remember to lar 
seen them in our reading, and I, for one, firmly believe they origins 
with our spirit-friend Sarah“ Another friend of ours, Edwani 
Johnson,” of Thetford, Norfolk, farmer—so he gave us his address 
(when in the flesh)—rapped out the following, and this without os 
hands or any part of our clothing touching the table :—‘ When ye 
see a man with a good deal of religion in his shop-window, you msy 
be pretty sure that he has not got much stock inside.” Now, Sir, all ihi 
bas suddenly ceased, and we have not the slightest manifestation of sry 
kind; if you can throw any light upon this, you would greatly oblige 

Alexandria, Egypt, February 9th, 1873. As INQUIRES 

[We publish this letter to elicit experiences and opinions from ot 
friends. The case might be brought before the spirits at a number è 
circles, and the replies sent to us. It might prove a useful and instruc 
tive exereise.— Ep. M.] 


We mave been gratified to learn that a goodly audience assembled) 
hear Mr. Freemans lecture on his experience asa Spiritualist, delivered 
at Corporation Row, Clerkenwell, on Thursday evening of last werk. 

Mr. Cnarres WIL ssts, curative mesmerist, will give a lecture, wit“ 
experiments, at Wilks's Circulating Library, Dalston Lane, on Monday 
evening, March 3, admission Is. Mr. Williams is said to be capable o 
producing very striking phenomena, 

Srectan Notrce.—Mr, C. E. Williams, of the late firm of Horne ant 
Williams, mediums, of 61, Lamb's Conduit Street, begs to give notio 
that the partnership between himself and Mr. Herne is dissolved. He. 
however, begs to inform his friends and investigators that be will still 
keep up the seances as usual at the rooms at 61, Lamb's Conduit Stree. 
where letters may be addressed to him as usual. His mediumistie 
powers have often been favourably spoken of in these columns, by 
those who have had the opportunity and the ability of judging, and he 
feels the most perfect confidence in the power of his spirit-guides in 
offering satisfaction to genuine Spiritualists, and conviction to honest 
investigators. 


; aa. 

“A Spimrrvauisr” is thanked for kind allusions to the Mepiun | 
ina ae bee Ma the Eastern Morning News, Mull. 
Rent from Dr. Newton, who is now in San Francisco, per 


We „the sum of £2 as a donation to the Spiritual Institu- 


Wastep, a pamphlet by a clergyman, entitled “ Mesmerism the 
pat God.“ A gentleman would be glad to purchase a copy, or 
obtain a perusal of it, Address, Office of the Mevium, 15, Southamp- 
ton Row, W.C. 

Ar a developing circle recently held at Darlington twenty persons were 


8 and eight of them turned out to be mediums, more or less. 


e great work to do is to develop mediums, and we hope it will be 


attended to everywhere. 


H. N. W. (Gildersome).— Glad to hear of progress at Gildersome. 
From the tone of your letter towards a neighbour who ought to com- 
mund your respect, something better is wanted amongst you. Shall 
be glad to hear from you again, but if you desire to have your 
letters attended to, you must sign your name to them. 


Lirerany Notices.—We bear that an English translation of the 
a of Allan Kardee is in preparation, Another large impression of 

e “ Philosophy of Death,” by Andrew Jackson Davis, has just been 
issued. This is the mest popular of all tracts on Spiritualism. 
It is stated in Human Nature for February that Mrs. Jencken (Kate 


Fox) is engaged ona history of her mediumship. It will bea work 
of great interest. 


i 


i 


* 


This we think is scarcely correct, for we hear 
that quite a number of private circles are at work in Stockton, and the 
erude utterances of Mrs. Law and her confrères always tend to stimulate 
great enthusiasm in those who have commenced the search for truth. 


BOOKS OF SONG FOR SPIRITUALISTS, 


Suitable for the Family, the Circle, Public Metin gs, or Raligious Services. 


THE SPIRITUAL LYRE. A Collection of 150 Songs for 

ie the use of Spiritualists. Price 6d., cloth 1s. 

IHE PSALMS OF LIFE. A Compilation of Psalms, Hymns 
Chants, Anthems, &c., embodying the Spiritual, Progressive, an 

Reformatory Sentiments of the present age. By JOHN S. ADAMS. 


This work contains suitable Music to the Words. Wrappers 38., 
cloth 4s. 


IHE SPIRITUAL HARP. A Collection of Vocal Music for 
tte Choir, Congregation, and Social Circle. By J. M. PEEBLES and 


J. O. BARRETT. A large and handsome work. Price 8s., abridged 
edition 4s. 6d. 


88, 


“A SOWER WENT FORTH TO SOW.” 
SEED Corn: a New Series of Tracts on Spiritualism, 
No, L—MATHEMATICAL SPIRITUALISM. 4 pp.; Is. per 100. 


No, 2.—SPIRIIUALISM AND THE GOSPET. OF Jesus. By J. Burns; showing the 


parallel between the life and teachings of Jesus, and the principles of 


Spiritualism. 4 pp.; Is. per 100. 

No. 3.—THE PRINCIPLES OF MODERN BPIRITUALISM. By A. E. Newton. 4 pp.; 

18. per 100. 

No. 4.—Witar 18 SPIRITUALISM? Explaining the philosophy of the phenomena, 
rules and conditions for the spirit-circle; and ample information for investi- 
gators desirious of obtaining the manifestations. 4 pp.; 1s. per 100. 

No. 3.—TnR CREED or THE SPIRITS. The Ten Spiritual Commandments and 
the Ten Laws of Right, given through Emma Hardinge. 4 pp.; Is. per 100. 

0. 6—DR. Sexton's CONVERSION TO SPIRITUALISM. 4 pp.; ls. per 100, 

No, 7.—Facts CONCERNING SPIRITUALISM, 4 pp.; IS. per 100. 


Other numbers in preparation. 
Í London: J. Burns, 15, Southampton Row, W.C. 
i fk — ba — 
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READ THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF 
ROBERT DALE OWEN, 
Now appearing in 
E OM A N NATURE 
Monthly, price 6d., post-free 7d. —The same Numbers contain 
SPECIMENS OF DIRECT SPIRIT-JVRITING, 
And other matters of great interest. 

London: J. Bunxs, 15, Southampton Row, W. C. 


THE HIGHER PHENOMENA OF SPIRITUALISM. 
IRECT SPIRIT-WRITING, obtained at Mr. and Mrs. 


lormxs’s Circle, carefully reproduced by Lithography, appears as 
aun Illustration in Human Nature for January, price Gd. “This writing 
was obtained by handing a slate and pencil up to the aperture of the 
cabinet; a spirit-hand was seen to take them in, and the sound of 
ritin was heard, In a few minutes the slate was handed out, 
with writing on both sides. In the lithographed copies the 


| in white letters on a grey ground. 


DIRECT SPIRIT-WRITING, 
e Mediumship of Mrs. Jencxen (Miss Kate Fox), is given as 
ration to Human Nature for February, price 6d. Three speci- 
are given, all by the same spirit and in the same hand, 
are very significant as demonstrating the great 
s over the phenomena, 
> sof the higher phenomena should be in the 
tualist, as well-established facts to lay before 
pecimens themselves are worth more than the 
th they appear, 
. Bruns, 15, Southampton Row, W. C. 


e to the slate is accurately carried ou, as the writing is | Pellon Lane, Halifax. 


THE MEDIUM AND DAYBREAK. 


M 


A 


G 


N N 


DARLOW’S NEWLY-IMPROVED PATENT 
MAGNETIC SKEUASMA APPLIANCES, 


For Spinal and Liver Complaints, Nervous, Bronchial, and Rheumatic 
3 and the Prevention of Sea-Sickness, Small-pox, Cholera, and 
ever. 
DARLOW AND CO., INVENTORS AND PATENTEES, 


63, Norra Woorwicn Roan, LONDON, E. 
Temporary City Depot—29, Farringdon Street, E.C. 
Illustrated Pamphlets post-free. 


R. CHARLES E. WILLIAMS, Medium, is at home daily, 

to give Private Seances, from 12 to 5 p.m. Private Seances 
attended at the houses of investigators. Public Seances at 61, Lainb’s 
Conduit Street, on Monday evenings, admission 28. 6d.; Thursday 


evenings, 5s.; and Saturday evenings, for Spiritualists only, 5s. Address 
as above. 


R. AND MRS, HOLMES will hold public seances on Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, at Eight o’clock. Fee, 5s. 
Private seances can be had on the above days at Four o’clock, at their 
rooms, by previous arrangement, 16, Old Quebec Street, Marble Arch, W. 
On Saturday evenings a Special Seance for Spiritualists only, for the 
evolution of extraordinary phenomena. 


RS. J. B. DICKINSON, MEDICA, LAIMVOYANTE AND 
MAGNETIC Hrarer, from the United States (CURES all Curable 
Diseases, furnishes her own Medicines), will remain but a short time 
longer in England. Terms, One Guinea.—Address, 23, Duke Street, 
Manchester Square, W. Office hours, from One to Six o'clock. 


ADAME LOUISE (from New York), Mepicat, CLA- 
VOYANT, and HEALIN G Meprum (holds a Diploma from the New 
York Medical College and Women’s Hospital), ATTENDS PATIENTS 
and GIVES SEANCES at the Residences of Patients, or at her Recep- 
tion Rooms, 14, Charlotte St., Tottenham Court Road—A DEVELOPING 


CIRCLE for the Spirit-Faces on Wednesday and Friday Evenings. 
Admission 2s. 6d. 


ISS HUDSON, NORMAL, CLAIRVOYANT, AND PROPHETIC 

Mepium, RECEIVES Visitors daily (Sundays excepted), from 
Twelve till Six o’clock, at her residence, 17, Castle Street, Wells Street, 
Oxford Street. Terms, Five Shillings each Visitor. Questions answered 
by Letter; terms, One Guinea. 


0 S. OLIVE, TAN E Mepiux for Test Communications 

from Spirit Relatives and Friends; also for the Cure of various 
Diseases by Spirit-Magnetism and Prescriptions.—49, Belmont Street, 
Chalk Farm Road, London, N. W. 


R. COGMAN, Execrro-Macnetic HEALER, 15, St. Peter's 
Road, Mile End Road, gives Lessons in Medical Galvanism and 
Pyschology. Sunday Evening SEANCES at Seven o’clock ; contribution 
voluntary. DEVELOPING CIRCLE on Monday Evenings, at Eight 
o’clock; 4s. per month, paid in advance. Lessons given in P-ycholoyical 
Science, One Guinea. 


TISS GODFREY, Curative MESMERIST AND RUBBER., 
Clairvoyant Examination and complete Diagnosis, 2ls.; Mes- 
merising and Rubbing, One Guinea per Week and Travelling Expenses. 
Miss GopFREY may be seen by appointment only, at 161, Hampstead 
Road, N.W. 


A LIONNE, L. D., Trancr, Prystcat, &e., Meprum, holds 
Bi-weekly SEANCES at 16, Mount Srrerr, New Road, E. Sunday, 

at 6.30 p.m.; Wednesday, at 8 p.m. Admission, ls. Circles attended 
by appointment. 


JAMES V. MANSFIELD, Test-Medium, Answers Sealed 
Letters, at 361, Sixth Avenue, New York, U.S.A. Terms, One 


Guinea. Letters may be left with J. Burns, 15, Southampton Row, 
with 6d, for postage. 


SYCHOPATHIC INSTITUTION, for the Cure of Diseases, 
254, MARYLEBONE Roap. JOSEPH ASHMAN, Principal. 


Ms. AYRES, Quatiriep Mipwrrn, II ALIX G AND MaG- 


NETISING MEDIUM, 16, Mounr STREET, New Road, E. 


SENIER'S ASTHMA REMEDY NEVER FAILS. 


KORD wholesale by Newbery and Sons, 37, Newgate Street, 

London; and Raimes, Blansbards, and Co., Leith Walk, Edinburgh. 
General Agent for Great Britain, M. J. Sutherland, Burnley, Lancashire, 
who on receipt of 2s. 9d. will send a box prepaid. Sole proprietor, 
Alfred Senier, Pharmacist, Mazomanie, Wis., United States. 


ECTURER ON SPIRITUALISM AND KINDRED 
SUBJECTS. ‘Terms Moderate. A. D. WILSON, 13, Baker Street, 


ADDINGTON HALL OF PROGRESS, 90, Ory CHURCH 

Street, EDO Wan Roan, W.—Next Sunpay, March 2nd, Mr. 

MERSH; subject“ Does Spiritualism solve the Problem of Death?“ 
Open at 6.30. Admission, 14. and 3d. Free discussion. 


SYCILOLOGY (Curative and Recreative) Taught in a few 
lessons. Advertiser magnetises patients for healing, or sitters for 
Spiritualistic development. Instruction also given to Speakers and 
Students in Diatopies, for improvement of ene and Pitmun's 
Shorthand (the latter gratuitously, by post). Address T., A., Mr, 
ı Norton's, Bookseller, Darlington Street, Wolverhampton, 
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1 Vol, 350 pages, large Svo. Handsomely Bound. 
TO BE PUBLISHED BY SUBSCRIPTION, IMMEDIATELY, 


CHEAP EDITION 


OF THE 


REPORT os SPIRITUALIS) 


BY THE COMMITTEE OF THE 


LONDON DIALECTICAL SOCIETY. 
Subscription for EIGHT COPIES, Twenty Shillings 


(BEING ONLY HALF-A-CROWN A COPY); 


SINGLE COPIES, Ss. EAGH 
(Originally Published at Fifteen Shillings). 


This Edition (printed from the Original Plates, by special arrangement with the Publishing Com- 
mittee,) will be of limited number, and will contain the following items 


WATHOUT ABRITID GM ENT. 
I. 
The names in full of the Clergymen, Barristers, Solicitors, Physicians, Surgeons, Editors, Litterati, Scientists, Merchants, 


and others forming the Investigating Committee. 
II 


The Report in full, as presented by this body to the Society, after an investigation extending over many months, during 
which oral and written testimony was obtained from 


NEARLY ONE HUNDRED PERSONS. 
III. 
The whole of the test-experiments made by the investigators in six sub-committees, 
WITHOUT PROFESSIONAL MEDIUMS. 
TV 
The minutes and reports of the six sub-committees in full. 
W 
The names of the witnesses; and the whole of the evidence given under cross-examination by Sag of known 
credibility, in every grade of society, being a record of extraordinary spiritual phenomena, directly attested— 
Apparitions—Levitations of heavy bodies, animate and inanimate—Spirit-voices and Musie—Spirit-telegraphy, 
essages, Writing, Drawing and Painting—pirit-healiugs— Visions in Crystals—Trance-speaking—Prophecies— 
Speaking in Unknown Tongues—The Handling of red-hot Coals, &c., Ke. 
WE. 
The whole of the correspondence as originally printed, being the letters, opinions, and experiences of many public and 
professional men of high repute: to which is added 
ORIGINAL PAPERS AND NOTES OF SEANCES. 
VII. 
A list of ancient and modern works on Spiritualism and kindred subjects ;—and a copious Index. 
To the above will be added a resumé of the Press critiques—An original paper, analysing the arguments of the 
reviewers—Rules for the guidance of inyestigators—and a Digest of useful modern works on the subject of Spiritualism 
and its phenomena, for the information of inquirers. 


This handsome volume will thus be the most complete, useful, and the cheapest work ever published on the subject of Spiri 
tualism. It should be obtained by every inquirer, investigator, and Spiritualist, and be placed in every library in the Kingdom, 
for which purpose it ts offered by subscription at half-price, viz. — 


EIGHT COPIES FOR TWENTY SHILLINGS. 


Subscriptions should be sent immediately to 
J. BURNS, 15, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C. 
POST-OFFICE ORDERS TO BE MADE PAYABLE AT HIGH HOLBORN, W.C. 
„„ As a heavy outlay will be incurred in printing this Edition, friends will greatly assist by promptly 
obtaining Subscribers for this celebrated Report. Printed Collecting Forms will be supplied on application 
to the Publisher. 
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